








BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service sy $38 Bank Street 





Vol. XV January 15, 1947 Noe 2 
Pal} 4 Ae oe 
MUST BOOKS 
March 26 
Shute, Nevil THE CHEQUER BOARD ~ Mo rr ow 


$2.75 


Shute's name has sales value- hence the placing of this new title under ‘fust 
Books. Furthermore it is a Literary Guild selection for April - added impetus to dis- 
tributioneseee The book itself seems to me oddly lacking in Shute's usual quality which 
skirts the edge of emotion akin to sentimentality, while managing to escape going over 
that border. This is a story told on two levels of time, as John Turner, learning that 
he has but nine months to live, tries to catch up with the things he had plenned to do. 
The war hes brought three men into his life, three failures whose future=- at the time 
of his knowing them- looked as dark as his own. He knows he has had what is perhaps 
unmerited measure of success, and feels he should share that with them. So he sets out 
to find them - and this comprises the main body of the story. Phil Morgan, boy pilot, 
has shed the wife who would have ruined him, and in far-off Burma, has found in himself 
unsuspected qualities of leadership - and married a native girl of the upper class. 
Dave Lesurier, Negro accused of rape, had been cleared of suspicion, and ~ after the 
war=- had returned to England, where he had an even chance, and married an English girl. 
Even Duggie Brent had put behind him the training for death and found an abundant way 
of life. In itself, each story has values, but the whole lacks the sense of suspense 
one looks for in Shute. The race angle will puzzle some and offend others. But Shute 
tells a good yarn, better than most. Watch it. 


Saleable Names- One Dark Horse- Little Else 


In Nancy Ross’ THE LEFT HAND IS THE DREAMER (Sloane) there's the answer to the demand 
for a.civilized contemporary novel. Samuel dopkins Adams has a new book, BANNER BY THE 


WAYSIDE (Random House); Howard Fast has an exceedingly disagreeable short novel in 
THE CHILDREN (Duell, Sloan & Pearce); Susan Ertz: has her first novel in a good many 


years, MARY HALLAM (Harper). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fictton 


February ll 
Ross, Nancy Wilson THE LEFT HAND IS THE DREAMER ¢ vm Sloane 
"3-50 Sapte 
* Increasingly difficult to find, these last years, are novels such as this- a 


civilized, contemporary story in the class of quality feminine fiction of, let's say, 
Helen Hull at her best. Here is an attractively, intelligently contoured story of 
family relationships. Fredericka, in her thirties, finds herself leading a useless 
spiritless life in which both her husband, Christopher, and her children, are meaning- 
less, and the painting, for which she has a talent, is neglected. Looking back, she 
recognizes the error of her marriage to Christopher, a marriage which had cushioned her 


in security and enabled her to continue her dependence on Aunt Palm, Christopher's moth- 


er, who had been closer to Fredericka than to her son. When the war comes it offers 
Christopher a way out by enlisting. Fredericka, returning to her painting, finds addi- 
tional stimlus in her friendship with Franz Allers, an Austrian refugee doctor who had 
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lost his wife » -d his nerves in the war. When she finds herself falling in love with 
Franz, she tur.s to Aunt Palm who helps’her sever the link that binds them, and breaks 
with Chris, painful as it is for him. Montage and entourage, upper New York State, and 
the narrowing world of indolent, self-indulgent suburbia, show up and set off the love 
story of Fredericka and Allers,. 


February 20 


O'Meara, Walter THE TREES WENT FORTH Crown Publ. 
$2.75 

A slim story of the Minnesota lumber district, which has a certain scenic, 
therapeutic value in its picture of a rough and robust life. Matt Bradley, forced to 
leave college by the death of his father, goes north to work as a clerk in a lumber camp. 
There he is exposed to an isolated if mettle-making world. Occasional character interest 
adds up to what is largely occupational experience:~ Mrs. Keeler who has lived in the 
woods for twenty years to keep her husband from drinking; her sullen provocative daugh- 
ter Cherry, who has had too much loneliness; and Sari, a Finnish girl, who teaches in 
the back country, and who gives Matt's future a goal and further impetus. Sincere, but 
one questions its popular appeal, in contrast to livelier books of its genre. 


February ?? 


Champneys, Adelaide RED SUN AND HARVEST MOON moaaee < 
2075 

The interval between wars in England as setting for a prolonged story of the 
broken rhythms in one woman's life, and the pressures that taught her to fight for what 
she wanted. There's a repetition of the persecution pattern as Mildred Vane is first 
smothered into an anaemic existence by an energetic aunt, and later hounded by a venge- 
ful cousin. At the death of her father, Mildred's Aunt Isabel drives away Ross, whom 
Mildred loves, forces a life of invalidism on her. Clifford, Isabel's son, gets on the 
trail of Mildred's old love, keeps silent about his discoveries, and- disinherited by his 
mother just before his death, tries to marry Mildred. But she thwarts his ambition when 
her half brother and sister arrive, and devslops her independence and vitality in taking 
care of them. And it is the twins who save her when Clifford tries to ruin her. They 
turn to Ross who helps them, and together Mildred and Ross find courage to face the 
futureceosce Not of the better brand of English imports. 


Levin, Harry- &d.: THE PORTABLE JAMES JOYCE Viking 
$2.00 

An important addition to this superlative series- important in that Joyce is 
endlessly the subject of discussion as a vital factor in modern literature- the "writers' 
writer" supreme. The editor, in his introduction gives us a scholarly essay on Joyce, . 
the man as shown in the artist. His earlier work has much of autobiography, the artist's 
revulsion from his middle class environment; with his later work, the emphasis shifts to 
creation, it is less personal and more human, as he breaks with those dominant forces of 
background,- language, religion, nationality. From these three he finds the irreducible 
substance out of which he has created his monumental achievement. He could not escape 
being Irish, though he spent most of his years on the continent. His scepticism, his 
loss of faith, became in itself a credo. The final portion of the introduction discusses 
the rhythms, the texture of his writing, its shift from nihilistic to creative potentiali- 
ties. The selections include four complete books, and samplings from Ulysses and Finne- 
gan's: Wake. 
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March 1 


Longstreet, Stephen THREE DAYS ~~ 

Three Days is the story of the Battle of Gettysburg - the battle rather than 
the personalities is the protagonist of what the author calls “a novel". In panoramic 
form, almost too dispassionately for the reader's interest, Longstreet divorces himself 
from an identifiable point of view. The text is composed of a series of incidents in 
which now Rebels, now Yankees, take part- and the characters appear as people, rather 
than as soldiers. From all walks of life they have come together to fight- (occasional 
flashbacks give the pictures). Each piece of the jig saw puzzle has its realistic por- 
trayal, brilliantly so at times, but not enough to overrise the innate confusion, due to 
the inclusion of so numerous a cast of characters. The battle is backdrop to the whole. 
Some of the incidents emerge as effective vignettes; the curt, candid style is trying in 
some of the others. A disappointing book for those who expect a good story from Stephen 
Longstreet, or who are keyed up by the advertising. 


March 4/ 


Schorer, Mark THE STATE OF MIND Houghton, sere 
2675 

Probing into the various psychoses and neuroses of his fellows, Mr. Schorer 

(author of The Hermit Place, a novel on the list of Random House-1941) gives us what 

his title inaicates, in a series of short stories. Introspective writing at its best, 

now done with level-headed precision, this is at times realistically depressing (as in 

The Dead Dog, An Empty Lot ); at times reminiscent of Sherwood Anderson (Boy in the 

Summer Sun, Long .in Populous City Pent); at times almost Saki-like in irony and subleties 

added to brilliant portrayal of children (/he Right to a Little. Peace, Blockbusters). 

Characterizations and emotions are stressed rather than plot.... Schorer's name is famil- 

iar to readers of //he New Yorker and other periodicals. This collection is worth reader 

attention, but for pick-up reading rather than to be taken at a gulp. 


March 10 


Edginton, May FRUIT OF THE TREE Macrae-Smith 
$2.50 

Better British brand of lighter entertainment, though not May Edginton at her 
bestooo Again an English family story of many ramifications for rental pleasure, this tells 
of all the Stanbros as they go through postwar romantic realignment. Millicent, mother of 
three, is about to divorce their father, Patrick, a waster in his ways with money and women. 
Jessica, her daughter, has returned from the war to settle her engagement to Lion, of soc-~ 
ial standing and stern integrity; she discovers that Lion will not countenance any connec- 
tion with divorce. John, the son, is rushed into marriage by spoiled, dependent Lesley, 
whose haste is explained when she gives birth to the child of another man. Jessica, de- 
termined to save her own marriage by forestalling her mother's divorce, becomes secretary 
to the man her mother loves, and wins him- unintentionally- from her mother, who makes the 
best of it, and sticks by her husband. Rentals. 





Adams, Samuel Hopkins BANNER BY THE WAYSIDE Random House 
$3.00 
Unusual material this, but Mr. Adams has been so carried away by the fascina- 
tion of his decor that his plot emerges second best. This is a story of York state itin- 
erant players in the days of the Erie Canal, and specifically the story of the Thalia 
Dramatic Company, with which the three main characters are now and again associated. The 
h®.oine, Endurance (known as Drurie) Andrews was a foundling, conditioned by her erratic 
foster parents into a career of man-hating. Gypsy takes her under her wing, introduces 
her to some of the exigencies of the broad highways, protects her from her own innocence, . 
and fights many of her battles... Jan Quintard, ex-Harvard gadabout, disowned nephew of 
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the wily senator, finds his armor pierced by Drurie, but his suit goes glimmering when a 
trick is played on both of them by the manager, who persuades him that Drurie is a trollop 
given to blackmail. She in tum thinks Jan a turncoat who has betrayed the innocent half- 
wit, Looby for cold cash. It takes years- and heartaches- and experiments in varied fields, 
including rural education and nursing through a cholera epidemic before Jan and Drurie work 
through to a solution of their misunderstandings. Plenty of incident but very little sus- 
pense for a story whose claim to fame (in the record of Samel Hopkins Adams) lies in the 
faithfulness to regional and period details, a feel of a way of life unfamiliar to readers. 
His own interest in the material stems from momories of his Great Aunt Sarah who actually 
knew the Quintards as proprietors of the popular "Book Boat". 


March 13 


Creatore, Luigi THIS WORLD IS MINE Rinehart 
$2.50 

Not in competition with some of the more impressive inquiries into insanity, 
this still communicates some of the curiosity of unbalance and is a direct, absorbing 
anatomy of ammesia, in which Victor Bleke, former Navy corpsman, comes back to conscious- 
ness in San Francisco with a total blackout of the past. Taken to a navy hospital, and 
placed in a ward where others have "rocks in the head", Victor is put under the treatment 
of gentle, persistent Dr. Mader - who with varying techniques tries to bring back. his 
past. Here is one recall to the sinking of the Arizona, the salvaging of burned surviv- 
ors; there's the refusal to remember other episodes, or the girl he's married- and the 
persistent conviction that his own world of oblivion is a happier one. Planning an 
escape with another inmate, he is blocked in his attempt by drugs, and in the doctor's 
office reunion with his wife accomplishes the start of the way back... A tensely nerved, 
single-focussed story of dislocation; compelling reading. 


March 17 


Schiller, Cicely MAYBE NEXT YEAR sibaaeniens 

2075 

The tired truth of why sex doesn't pay for the story of Rose Weber, who loses 

her first fiance in the war, her second when- after a few drinks too many=- he wakes up 
with another wife. Rose, soured on and smartened by men, plays them for what she can 
get, from bootlegger Tony to lawyer Maurie; she achieves the good things in life but 
finds none of them worthwhile when at fifty she's through as a pinup girl- and a pick- 
up as welloe.. Lots of opportunity for bedroom detail, and it’s not neglected, in what 
is otherwise confessional material. No- for Public Libraries. 


Kesten, Hermann HAPPY MAN Ae Ae Wyn - 
$2.75 ~~ 

Berlin=- 1927= and the svecifically unheroic, unsuccessful little people, 

driven by the compulsion of money. Else's father is a swindler, in a minor way, and is 

promised help from Alfons if a marriage can be arranged with Else. Else loves a weak- 

ling, unemployed and rather desperate Max, who promises to try to get the 2,000 marks 

her father needs before he is arrested for his small crime. Insulting Alfons, learning 

the man he had hoped to borrow from is dead, and that the little job he had secured had 

fallen through, Max turns on Else. She- crushed by disaster on disaster- kills herself. 

And Alfons, overcome by her death, helps Max to find luck and prosperity. Hopeless life 

against a tawdry background, the contrast of success and failure, in pre-Hit.eor seriin, 

a story which contrasts a range of moods against an impersonal depiction of character | 

and incident. A more condensed, simplified book than the recent [he jwins of Nuremberg, | 

which will get a critical rather than a popular reception., It lacks the warmth, the | 

relief that gave a book like Little Yan, What Now? its impetus to general popularity. 

Translated by Edward Crankshaw. |f dil) pon 4 oes (Fein ds Gi 
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Fast, Howard THE CHILDREN Duell, Sloan & i 
2250 | 

Even to a public hardened to Farrell and Caroline Slade, this short novel ! 
(or more accurately long short story) by Howard Fast will have repercussions. The aver- 
age reader will find it profoundly shocking, not only in its virtually unrelieved sordid- 
ness and what will be miscalled "honesty" and "frankness" but in its clinical expose’ of 
the effect of poverty on the children. Written and published some twelve years ago in 
Story, this brought the surely linked censorship and sales stimulus. I don't think we 
are wery different today. Written out of bitterness and memory and anger, here is a 
sordid vignette of slum children conditioned by poverty, ignorance, prejudice, intoler- 
ance, ignoble aspirations and fears. There is no relief- though a brief glimpse into 
a humble Italian home, where affection is fleetingly displayed gives some measure of 
balance. The children themselves are subjects for case studies:- Ollie, Irish mick, 
leader of the gang, cruel, at times vicious; Ishky, inheriting the cross of his race 
(the story is told through his eyes); Shomake, sensitive Italian lead loving his fiddle- 
gropingly seeking to share a fleeting dream garden with Ishky; Marie, Italian child who 
fears and is fascinated by experiments with sex in dark halls and cellars; Thomas Edison, 
subnormal, who at the close jumps from the roof; end Blackbelly, Negro lad and leader of 
their gang, with whose lynching by the white gang the story ends. Privy language, at 
back fence scratching level, no vestige of relief in humor, combine to increase the bad 
taste left by the story itself. I can't see that it adds to Howard Fast's reputation - 
merely perhaps indicates another facet to his ability. 


RARE NS ea SRT 


March 20 


Boylen, Margaret C. CROW FIELD Doubleday 
$2500 275 

For esoteric palates, his first novel, whose grandly imaged prose and orgias- 
tic emotions trace Ella Kinney's twenty four hours at Crow Field. Coming from Iowa, at 
the cryptic instigation of playwright Arthur, to replace stage manager Clem, who has 
vanished, Ella's introduction to the New Inglend theatre troupe is prefaced by a phan- 
tasmagoric trip from the train to Crow Field, and the party in her honor releases further 
unbalance of emotional cisturbances. The Director and her fabulous hold on the company, 
the enigma of the housekeeper, and the conflicting personalities of the group are back- 
ground for Ella's secret campaign to discover whether Clem has been murdered. Her night- 
mare sleep, the theft of the Director's jeweled belt, the destruction of the grounds, | 
and a rehearsal of Arthur's play wind up the actual events. It is the mental excitement 
of monstrous and lunatic dreams, tales reeking with the bric-a-brac of psychological 
and psychiatric recall that give a flashing- if sometimes wearyinge distinction to the 
book. For a specialized market - perhaps the Eudors Welty audience. 


Feikema, Feike THIS IS THE YEAR es 02 
Not a first, but a first major effort, this is a more than life-sized fresco 
of Iowan farm life and the Frisian farmer, Pier Frixen, which combines a stallion strength, 
an animal realism, a directness in a work of large dimensions. Pier, naif and unlettered, 
independent and industrious, proud and stubborn, marries Nertha, of part Frisian heritage, 
Nertha- who with the years- becomes more and more ingrown, aloof, whom he never under- 
stood, and who bore him only one living son, miscarried two others and dies. With his 
land too Pier meets failure; disregarding the county agent, he overworks it, and learns 
too late that both land and wife needed gentler treatment. The last years sees a tragic 
mismarriage to slatternly Kais, bankruptcy and foreclosure, the withdrawal of his son in- 
to the world of science and the machine. A rew, robust saga of farming, of old ways 
egainst new, which succeeds in building sympathy for Pier whose simplicity and strength 
wexe to defeat him. 
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@ Leadve, Russel NO MORE WITH MES Doubleday 





e the market? - Perhaps it is too scholarly to be pure fiction, too tangey for pure 


oe a strange derisive story of a misteke in marriare, that of staid, fatuous, but not stupid 
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March 20 


$2.50 

A lean, physical and alecholic version of a marine's returne Mike comes back 
to find Jake, the girl he'd loved, engaged to Vals he can't get her out of his mind, nor 
quite believe that the attraction they'd felt- that is still there- wont win out. He 
fights with Val over Jake - and loses - and loses again, when driving Jake home to the 
midwest he still can't win her back. She leaves her with her parents, and goes on to a 
beer and bourbon progression, still clinging to her memoryeeee Introducing a young writer, 
this carries the stamp of sincerity, and is symptomatic of these times, even if it is not 
fully realized nor resolved. , 


Lewis, Janet THE TRIAL OF SOREN QUIST Doublede 
$2 

A strange story, rooted in an old folk tale, skillfully written, tempered 
with fine Danish atmosphere, dialogue and nice charecterization. The period is 1646- 
the place Aasol in Denmark. Niels Bruus has returned to the home of his youth as a 
beggar. He has come to claim his brother's fortune, only to find that he mst first 
esteblish his identity, since the townspeople have thought him dead by violence these 
twenty years. They had actually witnessed the execution of the good pastor, Soren 
Qvist, for the alleged murder. Then comes the long flashback, centering around Anna, 
the parson's daughter, whom Morten Bruus had loved, and who had been denied him by her 
father. The pastor was a goodly man, God-fearing, cursed with a terrible anger. Be- 
cause of this- and a tendency to walk in his sleep- the pastor was convinced, by evi- 
dence produced by Morten with intent to revenge himself, that he had killed Niels, 
though he thought he had simply struck him. In the course of the story you meet others 
of the townsfolke and »uild a keenly alive feeling for time and place and people. And 


scholarship. 
March-24 6/79 / 


Albrand, Martha WHISPERING HILL Random House 
S26 50 
Under the imprint of a new publisher (formerly Miss Allbrend was with Little, 
Brown), the author deperts from her earlier, thriller-type stories, and turns to a merci- 
less portrait of a merciless woman, whose possessive, dominating career was at last ended 
when the tu?th could not be denied. Through a mingling and a paralleling of past and 
present, Norah Sedly, 46 and widowed, is confronted with challenges to her obsessive 
passion to keep her dependents emotionally vitiated, when her con, Luke, falls in love 
with Liz Fenton, deughter of the woman who had won Norah's husband's love. Liz recog- 
nizes the quelity of her opponent, guesses something of the truth, persuades Luke to 
elope with her. On their return they are forced to live with Norah, and Liz again sees 
Luke absorbed by her -— and bit by bit finds herself losing her ability to resist her. 
Through the discovery of old letters, she is at last able to confront Norah- only to 
have Norah commit suicide just when victory is within Liz' reach and Luke turns against 
her. Poverty of soul, pressure creating pressure, the power of self-deception- good 
ingredients for a feminine novel with the pull of competent handling. 


Millar, Margaret EXPERIMENT IN SPRINGTIME 17 Random House 
7 $2.50 
A first straight novel by the author of several superior mysteries, this is 


Charles, to bland, beautiful and unresponsive Martha. ‘“lartha appreciates the accessories 
of her marriage, but not her husband, and is unable even to similete interest. When he 
almost dies of a seeming allergy, he becomes obsessively convinced that she is trying to 
kill him. Charles is sent away; Martha resumes an old affair, and lacking the courege 
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to ask for divorce, she plays for time. On his return, frightened by his still unreason- 
ing mind, she leaves himooee A curious, clever play on emotional distortion. 


i 


March 25 
Standish, Robert MR. ON LOONG Macmillan 
$3.00 
* The author of The Three Bamboos with perhaps his best book since that memor- 


able novel again displays nis versatility and unique gifts. His main character is John 
On Long, only Chinese on a British islend in the West Indies. At the death of his father, 
a laundryman, he is brought to the governor's attention and sent to school, but runs a- 
way end joins Lorillard, a wise Frenchman, on his treding boat. A brief period in Trini- 
dad- ultimately partnership with Lorillard, only to have Lorillard die in attempting to 
prevent John's marriage to his daughter, Laurette, a marriage he had at first approved. 
Leurette bears John's child in England; becomes a well-kept mistress of successive 
Europeans. John ultimately secures his son, and makes his way slowly in the community 
where he had been bom, wins the respect of the island in handling of the color question, 
labor problems, social contacts. He and his boy go to China, to take his parents' bodies 
home; they see the awful poverty which serves as impetus to aiding Chinese who, during 
the war pess through his island. Then Pierre, a flier, is killed- and, bitterness burn- 
ed out, John turns agein to Laurette.... Deceptively simple in the telling, Standish 

uses natural progression, emotion, sentiment, and characters, that in a fresh setting 
reflect a refreshing understanding of the passing scene. 


March 26 


Kellend, Clarence Budingtorn DOUBLE TREASURE “— 
250 
Pleasantly dependable Kelland in a tale of treasure hunting on Long Island. 
Veterens Bill and John, in old records find clues to lawless buried treasure on John's 
family property, find also that they are under suspicion of newcomers to the town. The 
girl involved needles Bill mercilessly; the twins maintain icy politeness and deadly 
threats, Hartman is killed and Bill and the Count weit for the day when they can match 
strength. Bill finds another modern treasure- and at long last Jane gets her man..ee 
Easily digested, laconic yarning. Rentals largely. 


March 27 


Janet, Lillian TOUCEST ONE Rinehart 
$3.00 
A novel of Sacremento in the 1850's, where personal as well as local and civic | 
issues disrupt family life. Agnes Delaney, despising her husband for his failure to find | 
wealth, loving his brother, King, who is successful, almost reaches understanding when 
her two younger children die in a cholera epidemic. But her growing success in business 
turns her agein into a domineering wife. She manages a socially successful marriage for 
Treese, her quiet, unawakened daughter, but cannot manipulate her son, Keith, into marr- 
iage. King breaks away to marry, and Agnes in turn marries a younger man, an engineer, 
and to spite Keith, turns her holdings into hydreulic mining, curse of the district, and 
takes revenge on Steve, whom Treese has learned to love. Ultimately, her own children 
dissipate Agnes' power in their final defiance. Rather sedate rarrative for a period 
piece, interlaced with history of changing scenes. | 


Robinson, Henry Morton THE GREAT SNOW Simon & Schuster 
$2.75 | 

An odd story about abnormal people. Ruston Cobb, successful patent lawyer, 

had a wife who was a kleptomaniac, a sister-in-law who was a nymphomaniac, an over-eff- 
eminate son - and one normal daughter. The group, along with a friend, are snowbound. 
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Hardly enother Decameron, put quite in the traditions of courtly love, on the part of 
two of the people, while others are just vulgarly modern. Oddly blended with the lush 
setting, we find a philosophy that is not born out by the text. 


It 
March 27 


Lieferent, Henry & Sylvia SEVEN DAUGHTERS Coward, McCann 
$2.00 

Of modest proportions, but pleasing, this is a long short story of Joe Hill, 
a farmer, and his wife, Sabina, who had given him seven girls at yearly intervals- never 
a sone Even with the coming of an eighth, Joe Hill does not attempt to curb his bitter 
disappointment in the sex of his offspring, indulges it at the expense of the children 
for whom he permits no feminine frippery. Sabina, unhappy over her little girls' dis- 
tress, is unable to move Joe, who- with opposition everywhere- becomes more determined. 
The climax is reached when the birth goes wrong, and Joe is forced to choose between | 
Sabina and a son and heir. Humbled - he indulges them all in the finery they yearned 
forsee Contagious. 


Stonestreet, Nancy BLUE REMEMBERED HILLS 3/!7 Coward, McCann 

$2.50 
. Portrait of a child, which is sweet, sentimental, but at least not coy, and 
which tells in brief episode of Debby, eight, whose precocity, intensity, adult aware- 
ness give her distinction. How Debby, stern with justice, throws a stone at a boy who 
hurt her dog, holds her own against a punitive parent; how she spends days with her close 
friend, Grandma Bronson, in her attic, where she reads Lady Aubrey's Secret, not the 
Youth's Companion, confesses and get rid of her "cross to bear"; how she sins in the 
interest of social justice, defends the unfsirly ridiculed grocer Vanzetti, has her 
first real sorrow when she loses her kitten... Maybe not too good to be true, but good- 
for conservatives. 


Vidal, Gore IN A YELLOW Woon 3)/7 tton 
$2275 

More polished but less dramatic than his earlier novel, Williwaw, (see P.203) 
this has elements of popularity in the contemporary, metropolitan scene. This is the 
story of Bob Holton's day of decision in New York, in a brokerage office, an upper Hest 
side cocktail party, a Village hotspot, a hotel, and reflects him against the changing 
scenes. Out of the Army, done with moving around, wishing to lose himself in the 
pattern of security, Bob gets the chance to see the reaction to his new conformity in a 
visit from his Army buddy, in his meeting with a girl he had known in Italy. Carla, with 
her love for him, tries to open his eyes to his chance for freedom in love, in living 
for the day, but Bob, though lured by her offer, chooses the routine of his job- and 
settles his life. 


Lewisohn, Ludwig THE CASE OF MR. CRUMP 3/28 Farrar, — 
3-00 
A characterization, in full detail and at long length, of a slattern and a 
succubus, pursuing and possessive, and of her power for evil which was not weakened by 
the distaste she provoked. At 22, naive and somewhat lovelorn after an affair, Hervert 
Crump meets Anne Vilas, an older married woman, is seduced by her and cannot extricate 
himself. and she insists on divorce and marriage. His next years are spent in worry over 
her debts, the support of her shiftless children, her vigilance and vulgarity. Then comes 
& measure of success in the field of composition- and hope of freedom and a genuine marr- 
iage, only to have the vengeful Anne distort his real love to scandal and shame, driving 
him to killing... Full credit on credibility; certainly unpleasant reading. Why revive it? 


Brtz, Susan MARY HALLAM $//2 Harper 


32.66 AT” 


This seems, on many counts, to be a rather amateurish performance for a tried 
novelist of Susan Ertz' standing, but the Pact that it is a relatively wholesome love 
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story, with an odd twist to it, will recommend it in many quarters. Critical judgment 
commends the smoothness of the style, but will question what seems the irrelevancies of 
the double plote The line of development and the main one follows the story of Mary, 
English stepdaughter of en ambitious second wife, an American, and of the mitual hatred 
which poisons both lives. Mary's one romance had been nipped in the bud by her step- 
mother stealing her beau; this turns her against all normal relations with men. Then, 
into the picture comes her stepmother's childhood friend, Maud, over in London from 
Boston, end accompanied by a lifelong friend, Lowell, semi-invalid. They decide to 
take Mary with them to Paris, and there the emotional shock of discovering by accident, 
that there had been a secret passion in Maud's past - plus the odd relationship in her 
present- upsets Mary's hardly won equilibrium, and she disappears. Down to her last 
funds, she is taken under the wing of a young English motor cyclist, who offers her a 
job back in England, taking care of his mother, who is a mental case. And so Mary 
accepts- and eventually they fall in love and are married. Even the war cannot dis- 
turb her newfound security- and at the end she takes her children to London to see 
their grandfather, now alone and ill. Again her path and Maud's cross, this time she 
can look at Maud's late marriage with serenity and understanding... Oddly old-fashion- 
ed despite an effort towards modernism. , 
78 
March 


Banks, Polan CARRIAGE ENTRANCE Putnam 
$2075 
Tempestuous tale of gas-lit, gilt-edged New Orleans, and of Barbara, of proud 
Creole aristocracy, whose revenge against the man she loved was to ricochet against her 
also. Engaged to a Yankee, Cushing, brilliant scientist, she rebuffs him by her reserve, 
only to have him marry shallow little Corinne. He returns to New Orleans- to further 
humiliation as Barbara, in retaliation, provokes an affair between Corinne and her cous- 
in- and eventually, Corinne is killed- and the cost is hatred, self-respect, profession~ 
al standing on both Cushing's side and Barbara's, is terrific. But they pay the cost... 
Melodrama, with a toujours glamour finish. Not good but rentable. : 


Finlay, Lucile THE COAT I WORE 3]!7 Seri bnes 

A tiny facet of America's history- the colony of loyal Englishmen, to whom 
property around Natchez was awarded after the French-Indian wars, and the fall of Quebec. 
Hastings, the central figure, is throughout a Loyalist- and the story spans the period 
of the American Revolution, the opening up of new frontiers. Hastings has encounters 
with marauding Indians; he saves a girl at point of death- and when she nurses him 
through serious illness, he marries her, only to find- too late- that his old love, an 
English lady of high degree ‘but not such high morals) would after all have been access- 
ible. She returns to England- having hinted at the fact that her youngest son was his 
child; he spurns the thought, and centers all on love for his place. Then~ in England- 
he finds that Jeffrey is his son- and brings him back to America- and a new life. There's 
color and flavor and a good picture of a Loyalist in America; the story is many faceted 
melodrama, fairly superficial on score of characterization and plot. 


Fisher, Vardis ADAM AND THE SERPENT 3/25 Vanguard 
: $2675 

Fisher's mammoth undertaking- the story of mankind through successive levels 
of emotional development- has reached the period, still in the matriarchal state, when 
man is beginning to think for himself, to weigh the facts of Nature and Woman, to ques- 
tion tradition. This might well be an amplified and fictionized bit of jhe Golden Bough, 
so deeply embedded it is in the legends and superstitions and mores of sex and religion, 
of custom and manner of life and thought. The story of the conflict for possession of 
a maiden- of conflict between two women leaders, seers, medicine women- of conflict be- 
tween male and female- is told in tenuous, burdensome fashion. Frankly, I can't con- 
ceive of a sustained market for this series, 
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February 19 


James, Franklin KILLER IN THE KITCHEN Lantern Press 

$2.00 
Mickey Richards, returning from overseas to inspect her "reported missing” 

husband's Silver Star project, confronts a plugugly, slughappy situation when the Silver 

Star's steward is found cold in the kitchen, its accountant attacked, and a variety of 

unlovely, unhealthy people seem interested in the night club. Mickey, with one death 

to her credit, goes back asking for more, and eventually fights her way through to 

peace and quiet. Bright in spots, and certainly busy at all times. 


Owen, Franke Fd. THE FIRSSIDE MYSTERY BOOK Lantern Press 
$2.50 
With almost no feminine representation, this is a selection which is by no 
means typed, ranging from the criminal classicist William Roughead, to the subtle sadism 
of John Collier, from the elaborate melodrama of Sax Rohmer to the sharper, newer talents 
of William Irish, Cornell Woolrich, Steve Fisher, Richard Sale, with Ellery Queen, 
Louis Paul, Vincent Starrett adding to a panel of popular writing and good reading. 
February 28 “ 
Clugston, Kate A MURDERER IN THE HOUSE A. A. Wyn 
$2.50 wl 
A detestable, sadistic young doctor, who has murdered once, holds a class- 
mate's family in his power as he makes his home with them, isolates them from the out- 
side world, promises punishment if they divulge his secret. Practically a study of 
hatred, culminating in intimidation, this is fairly unpleasant- improbable reading. 


March 6 


Olsen, D.B. GALLOWS FOR THE GROOM ; Doubleday 
$2.00 
Professorial Mr. Pennyfeather, this time involved in a houseparty hunt for 
a set of Elizabethan Apostle spoons, is also again involved in murder as two occur, and 
each victim suffers a fate comparable to the Apostle spoon found by his body. A third, 
intended death- his own, speeds Mr. Pennyfeather to a solution which is satisfactory. 
Adequate. 


March 10 


Emery, Guy FRONT FOR MURDER Macrae-Smith 
$2.00 
A San Francisco hotel the setting for two mrders and others attempted- and 
the lone wolf? sleuthing of Morrow, convalescent veteran. Photogenic females, gimmicks 
that lead to South America, and a wind up with a local yokel as police bait. Glib chit~- 
chet taking the place of pace~ adding up to so-so crime chasing. 


March 15 


Currier, Jay L. CARGO OF FEAR Messner 
$2.00 

When Joe Sayers got out of Navy Aviation with the customary jitters, nobody 

thought he'd wind up playing cops and robbers,getting involved with an opium smggling 

gang, and ditching a steaay society dame for a sweet little Mexican number- but he did- 
and right well he did too. A style that tries to be smitty and smart, but ends up by 

just being trying. 
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March 17 


Brown, Frederic THE FABULOUS CLIPJOINT Dutton 
$2.50 


The gradual pyramidding of evidence and action as Ed Hunter and his carnival 
uncle Ambrose follow up the motiveless murder of Ed's father, find a double indemnity 
policy, connect up with a Chicago hood and his girl, and end up right at home... Hits 
a hard, fast pace- but with no particular distinction. 


March 20 


Bagby, George THE TWIN KILLING Doubleday 
$2200 
Baseball and murder with Inspector Schmitt again at bat, ably accompanied by 
his pen-pal Baggy. Vince Shane, big-league gambler and fixer is shot, and a second mr- 
der carries out the title, a double play, enables Schmitt to get to home base with a 


killer. Old time proceedings, largely for the men. 


Disney, Doris Miles APPOINTMENT AT NINE Doubleday 
$2.00 
Jim O'Neill, a Connecticut county detective, again problem-shooting in the 
murder of a doctor, his nine o'clock appointment with a young girl, with family affairs 
and hospital records amplifying the motive for crime. Romantic touches make this 
femininely, reasonably entertaining. 


March 25 


Long, Julius KEEP THE COFFINS COMING Messner | 
. $2.00 | 
Fairly breathless ratkilling, with big stakes in exterminating the Nazi-Fas- 
cist underground in America, as ex-football hero, ex-factory cop Rinehart bores from 
within in the All American League, whose public attitude toward tolerance is not prace 
tised in private. Knocking off League heads end members like ninepins, he finally gets 
beyond the figureheads to the big brains and is saved by the FBI in a timepressed fin- 


ish. More or less palpitating pulp. 


March 26 
Lockridge, Frances & Richard THINK OF DEATH - Lippincott 
$2.50 
* Rather than straight whodunit technique, and with no Norths, this combines 


murder with romance in sound narrative. Martin Brooks, OSS ex-Major, now junior partner 
in a law firm, is sent to give a legal assist to his ex-wife's husband. The mrder of 
the husband, later of his secretary, points to Ann, and Martin- fighting to prove her 
innocence- is compelled to sidestep Captain Hemrich's amiable persistence. Untaneling 
the undercurrents at a weekend party, getting the full-length portrait of the dead 

man, Martin is able to build up a case against the real killer. Satisfactory. 


Linklater, J. Lane SHADOW FOR A LADY = jf. / M.S. Mill 
oP  . $2.50 
Out of no case and no client, Silas Booth, private investigator in disgrace 
and without a license, builds up motives out of background and proves mrder. With 
plenty of angles, but no cash, and with real estate, a dead man's secretary as bait, 
Booth cleans up the crime of the orange groves vi California. Dry- rather than spry. 
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MUST BOOKS 
March 2Q 
Hindus, Maurice BRIGHT PASSAGE Doubleday 
a) 3 2 00 
a Maurice Hindus writes with a warmth, a zest, on topics with which he has iden- 


tified himself so that his writing carries conviction, even to the doubters. The whole 
subject of Czechoslovakia has been embued with conflicting opinions (more often preju- 
dices) which would make the public feel that here was a country dedicated in the past to 
the cause of democracy, now given over, lock, stock and barrel to Russia. Hindus gives 
us back our faith in a fascinating, convincing end newsworthy appraisal of the country, 
its leaders, its people, its way of life- and its challenging and constructive compromise 
with those elements that its geographical position in Europe entail. There is a satis- 
fying balance between straight factual record, opinion and that sense of color and drama 
and human interest which is characteristic of Hindus' earlier books on Russia. It was he 
who introduced the average American reader to the new Russis- in terms of humanity. His 
interest in Czechoslovakia dates back a number of years - this is the first full length 
non-fiction book to come out of his research, his intimate knowledge. Parts of it have 
appeared in his news colums; much of it is new and rounds out our too sketchy knowledge 
of a country important as ae key to centrel Europe's future. 


Spectal Note on [hese Jitles - feported Selow 


Controverstal—- and-1t may be widely discussed, farl Conrad's JIM CROW AMERICA (Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce );on the basis of the subjects,- 4lva Jofnston's PHE CASE OF ERLE STANLEY 
GARDNER (Morrow) and Walter Joknson'’s WILLIAM ALLEN WHIIH'S AMERICA (Holt) 


PROBLEHATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 


February 4 


Karsh, Yousuf FACES OF DESTINY Ziff-Devis 
$5.00 
* The outstanding portrait photogrepher with an exciting collection of largely 


American, Canadian and British portreits which provide an illuminating source of study 

in the personalities presented. Karsh emphasizes the characters of his subjects with 
lighting, with stress on their hands, with imaginative epproach to some phase or other 
which conveys the impression he is seeking. His text is now anecdotal, now informative 
(as to the whys and the hows of his effects), but always adding, in brief space, just 

that additional note of human interest that lifts the book out of the category of straight 
picturebook. The subjects include outstanding political, military, artistic figures - 

75 portraits in all. <A beautiful piece of bookmaking. News value can be made a factor 

in window display- for example, the re is a superb portrait of Gen. Marshall. 


Whiting, John R. PHOTOGRAPHY IS A LANGUAGE Ziff-Davis 
$4200 
Limited to the field of magazine photography, this is concerned with photo 
journalism, and in simple prose and very effective illustration by leading names in the 
profession, describes the development and operation of this specialty. The evolution of 
photographic processes, styles, and the picture magazines; the various levels of photo- 
graphic techniques; the picture story (choice of an idea, assignment of a photographer, 
research, captioning and editing of pictures); picture careers - from the darkroom up; 
and twenty interviews with leading exponents of the art, including Karsh, Hisenstedt, 
Margaret Bourke-White, Gehr, etc., etc. Nice piece of bookmeking in addition- this is 
for the would-be magazine photographer or picture editor, but not for anyone far ad- 
vanced in the profession. 
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February 6 


e- Zack, Samel R. ARBITRATION OF LABOR DISPUTES Doniger & Raughley 
Great Neck, N.Y.-$2.50 
The author is well known for his radio program on which for many years he has 
handled arbitration cases. He is also considered a fair and just arbitrator having 
handled hundreds of labor arbitration cases. In this book he gives the skeleton out- 
lines of many of the cases he has arbitrated and his recommendations. There is an inter- 
esting introduction on his philosophy of arbitration which should be helpful to arbitra- 
tors as well as to labor and management. Today the arbitration of labor cases has be- 
come quite important and this book should be of extreme value to anyone interested in 
this vital phase of labor management prodlems. 


February 14 


Ibarra, Francisco & Orloff, Nicholas MODERN RUSSIAN SELF-TAUGHT Random House 
$3.00 


Companion volume to Pan-American Spanish Self-Taught and Brazilian Portuguese 


Self Taught. The method used is intended to give a working knowledge of the language 
vital in business and education, by way of simplifying the study of what- in this case 
particularly- is a very difficult tongue. The directions at the start stress the way 

in which the text should be used, the importance of studying first the introduction for 
pronunciation, accent, etc. Then in subsequent lessons, each case is presented in its 
entirety, so that there need be no checking back and forth (except- perhaps- to the 
introduction, and to the section on the elements of Russian grammar). Individual lessons 
start out with vocabulary, then readymade phrases, exercises in conversation, special 
exercises in translation, and a question and answer section linked with illustrations. 

A virtual correspondence course in one volume at moderate coste 


February 19 


Cloete, Stuart THE THIRD WAY Houghton, Mifflin 
$3 250 
Cloete's "third way" is not a particularly revolutionary idea; he feels that 
the choice does not lie between fascism and communism, or between communism and war, or 
even between communism and democracy = but that there is a third way, the way of a socio- 
democratic system uf planned society. Only so can we ride the wave of the future, avoid 
the choice between one world dominated by one nation, or no world. ihe indications are 
here= in England's changes, in steps achieved- or tested- during the war (rationing, 
economic planning, etc.) Straight socialism is born of injustice; Hitler has forced a 
decision on us, and that decision implies a form of social revolution in thinking and 
action. The book was written so that Cloete might clarify his own thinking about life, 
causes of war, the real enemies we must fight, the form of the future. He helps his 
readers to do their own thinking, to arrive at their own conclusions. He discusses 
problems of employment, of the economy of peonage (money is time, crystalized energy), 
of what men want (a world without war in which the internal affairs of a country are 
directed to a high level of prosperity). Business, he feels, must choose between plan- 
ning for consumer interest or control of government. He discusses symptoms of our times- 
Hollywood, the press, advertising, public relations- all diseases of unrest. He shows 
how statistical lies provide a danger; mathematics should be a means, not an end. He 
discusses some of our illusions - urges the acceptance of inevitability of change, even 
in the fundamental nature of man. He criticizes the Church for its failures- all that 
is needed is for the Church to become Christian, and endorses the move within the Church 
towards unity. A book compact with much that needs airing; with a few revolutionary 
ideas; with a sound central thesis. Here is no scarehead shouting of dangers of Commn- 
ism, but rather a book that shows how we can avoid those failures which alone might make 
Communism & present peril. With Cloete's name this might get the sort of market of 
rhe snatomy of Peace. 
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Lane, Ferdinand C,. THS MYSTERIOUS SEA Doubleday 
33-200 
A convincing account of things marine, of the ocean and the many facts about it, 
which gives a sweeping picture of the variety of life and activity on, in and around the 
seas. Here are the facts ~ and for all of them, the still unknown factors, the mysteries, 
are indicated. Here are details of the history of the ocean, its boundaries, its floor, 
how it gets its salt, the rivers in the sea, tides, waves, smallest organisms, weeds, 
kinds of fish life, birds, There is the picture as it relates to man,- fishing, mining, 
the sailors, the boats and their adventures. There is also the development of guards 
for safety,=- charts, beacons, routes, the studies of the effects of the sea on climate, 
the dangers of the famous Capes... All in all a hardy tome that misses none of the glamor, 
drama or fascination of oceanology. Very good reading, in the field of natural science. 


pSeermary-26 Qin # 
Yates, Haydie 70 MILES ‘FROM A LEMON Houghton, Mifflin  .. 
$4eQ 3 
Another wholesome sharing of the adventures in living a truly rural life - a 
good one, but we wonder when the market will become saturated. In 1927 the author and 


her husband bade farewell to urban life (fhe New Yorker and real estate) to look for wider 
horizons. They find a ranch inside the Crow indian Reservation in Montana; the building 
of a shack before winter comes keeps them busy. A handful of stock, two helpers, eccentric 
neighbors, see them through the confinement of winter and spring brings them the inspira- 
tion to bring water to their desert garden. There is a wild horse round-up, a cattle 
round-up, and out of the wild chunk of Montana a ranch comes of age. Drought and the 
arrival of a baby send them to Sheridan, Wyoming and a newspaper job. There they root 

for FDR and Repeal, and ultimately hurry back to the ranch when cabin fever attacks those 
they've left in charge. To highlight their life unusual friends arrive, and the depress- 
ion sends them Hast, to work and finally head for Florida. A cajoling, highspirited med- 
ley of achieving a dream, of self-reliance in an isolated kingdom. For arm-chair leg-~ 
stretchers. “Kl. Cots O'Hara CoSararrn 


February ?? 


Kelly, Fred C, GEORGE ADE Bobbs-Merrill 
| $300 

The biography of an American humorist who not only went everywhere and knew 
everybody, but who was an internationally loved figure. A Hoosier from Indiana, Ade's 
recollections and writings are strongly flavored with that region. He found he did not 
fit into active country life, and at Purdue, he found college and urban life widening his 
interest in people, sharpening his shrewd, directed chservation. Later he was part of 
that literary nursery of Chicago of the day, and won first acclaim as a humorist, then as 
a columnist, and finally national notice with hi: Frbles in Slang. Ultimately his fame 
as a playwright spread across the sea, kept alive his love of travel and sent him back 
home contented to play country squire. A long, smooth, happy life that mirrors a man who 
wrote without pretensions, understood common thought and talk, whose quality and variety 
of writing was a mark of his period- the early years of the 20th century, who influenced 
the language of the times, and who represented indigenous American humor. An admiring, 
loving account that fills a niche in period literary figures, but that lacks the spark 
that might make it popular biographical reading. 
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March 4 


Members of Overseas Press Club DEADLINE DELAYED poe 

$5090 

Censorship- and other causes- kept these stories out of the press, and a number 

of outstanding correspondents have chosen the pieces they feel deserve to be published 
today. Among the contributors are Richard Tregaskis, WW. Chaplin, Greta Palmer, Edgar 
Snow and Bob Considine. Certain of the articles expose political and military errors 
(The Brief and Happy Life of -the Atlantic Charter, Someone Had Blundered etc.); others 
give us specific facts sbout post-war Europe. At times it is disillusioning reading, 
but often entertaining, and despite the title, there is much of lively interest today. 
Valuable source material for history - and extremely readable. Untold tales such as 
these may bridge the gap of public concern in wer records. 


March 5 - 


Johnston, Alva THE CASE OF ERLE STANLEY GARDNER Morrow 
$1.50 ~~ 
The phenomenon of popular puzzle-maker, Perry Mason creator, is portrayed in 
quicktake, public satisfying picture. A lawyer- and successful, Gardner's love of out- 
door life and freedom was made possible by writing mysteries, whose public demands pro- 
ductivity rather than creative originality, whose formula has made him the Henry Ford of 
the mystery field. His legal knowledge and experience, his knowledge of salesmanship and 
the sport world, combined to make his backgrounds and material authentic. His "underdog 
complex" is traceable in the attitudes of Perry Mason and Donald Lam (for Gardner writes 
also as AeA. Fair). Here are Gardner's own legal cases, actual experiences, details of 
his methods of writing and living, and his status as mass producer of whodunits. Should 
be sure sale for his followers; in its own right, entertaining story behind best sellers. 


Appeared in SEP. 


Pollard, James E, THE PRESIDENTS AND THE PRESS Macmillan 

$5.00 
* The author has made a subject which might have been didactic a lively human 
interest document of prime importance. Through its pages, each president emerges as an 
individual, and the shades of difference in their relations with the press indicate a 
tremendous amount of careful research, a sense of fairness, the ability to select and 
balance, and a knowledge of American history in close relation to the men who occupied 
the position of chief executive. At times it reads as a thrilling story of internal 
struggle between the White House and the press; always it is illuminating. Despite the 
author's position as director of the Ohio State School of Journalism, he succeeds in 
being objective - even critical of the press. He shows how not one of the presidents- 
from Washington to Truman- was ever free from attack, abuse, vituperation, occasionally 
scandal. Fortunately, in virtually every instance there was someone representing a 
favorable press. This shows how various presidents used different techniques; how 
Theodore Roosevelt instituted the press conference which Franklin Roosevelt brought to 
its peak. A tremendous tome- full of anecdotal material, historical highlights. 


Mason OH rk } 


Woods, Henry F., Jr... HOW TO BECOME WELL-KNOWN Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.50 

The American booster tradition in bootstrap application as this shows, with 
many living example quotations making it a laudable motive. Widening your acquaintance, 
cultivating interest in others, working on committees, making use of the unusual, spec- 
ializing, taking part in controversial issues, speaking well, writing well- all or a few 
of these devices may set you on that road. Here is how publicity, showmanship, public 
relations cen be of service. It is difficult to see how anyone who has the potential 
would need this sort of assistance. 
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March x) 


Macdonald, Alexander DESIGN FOR ANGLING:=__ Houghton, Mifflin 
The Dry Fly on Western Trout Streams 33050 


Januery 15, 1947 


Feeling that the dry fly in Western America has been sadly neglected in litera- 
ture, Mr. Macdonald aims to right this wrong. Entertaining as well as instructive, this 
combines the necessary pointers on fly fishing, including tying your own flies, to in- 
clusion of many amusing anecdotes based on his own experiences. One excursion took Mr. 
Macdonald and his family to New Zealand, where the trout were supposedly bigger and 
better. But for the most part, the background is the western trout stream. I1l'd. 


March 21 
Conrad, Earl JIM CROW AMERICA Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$3.00 _ 
* Perhaps the most exciting book on the subject yet to be published- and yet it 


is an informed, responsible piece of investigation and good journalism. Conrad- news- 
paperman, first white man to act as bureau manager and columnist for the Negro press as 
head of the Harlem office of the Chicago Defender = had to fight suspicion and hostility 
to win the Negro's confidence. He knows their strengths and weaknesses, and frankly 
challenges corruption in sections of the Negro press, and quislings in the ranks who 
would sell out their own people. With extraordinary perception and passionate reason 

he presents the Negro point of view. He hammers home the fact that an economic issue 
has been labelled a racial one, and argues convincingly that social taboos have grown 
out of economic causes. Industry has fostered white supremacy so that the Negro mst 
accept lower wages, thus delaying the progress of white workers. He tells the dramatic 
story of the great migration North. He discusses the resurgence of Negro literature. 

He accuses the white press of mishandling Negro news, building "crime waves", suppress- 
ing news of advance. He gives a grim picture of the black ghetto of Harlem and of segre- 
gation housing elsewhere. He discusses Negro organizations and their leaders. A superb 
chepter on the African heritage will be an eye-opener to many. He goes back in legal 
history to trace Jim Crowisms, backed by a pattern of socio-economic exclusion and foster- 
ed by political deals on both sides. He blasts some myths and generalizations, showing 
how the so-called innate rhythm has become the relentless rhythm of marching feet as a 
mockery of democracy sends them in the communist fold. Here is MUST reading for aware 
young Americans, for neo-liberals, for those who think the Negro problem will work it- 
self out, for those who sincerely want a program to fight the Bilbos and the big finan- 
cial interests that foster race prejudice. This book=- properly leunched will start 
controversy. And that in turn will produce readers. Don't miss ite 


Sfel 
lee, Clark ONE LAST LOOK AROUND Spe Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
* The author of They Call It Pactfic (Viking- 1943) with the most exciting and 


disturbing book on what is happening since V-J Day in the Pacific. This book is certain 
to be violently attacked in high places. The Navy wont like it (he is pretty iconoclastic 
in his revelations of the facts behind some of the claims, and bitter about the Navy's 
excess of interest in prestige and blindness to facts in the atomic age). The Army wont 
like it nor will the air force (Spaatz is one of his pet hates; Bedell-Smith he sizes up 
as the most irritating and irascible man of his acquaintance- who sacrifices vital men to 
his own prejudices; Mark Clark is another on whom the ax falls; and MacArthur, while Lee 
concedes his greatnesses, is a victim of his own love of the spotlight and the blind wor- 
ship of his public relations officer, Col.Diller). What he saw in a "last look around" 
includes Tokyo, Shanghai, Siam, French Indo-China, Java, the Philippines, Singapore. He 
feels that we have sold out our right to respect and trust in backing the imperialistic 
designs of Britain, France, Holland. That we have betrayed our allies in the Philippines. 
That we have leid groundwork for e bitter-end struggle to get the white man out of Asia. 
That we have made it inevitable that Soviet Russie inherit what we threw away. An angry- 
and an absorbing book. 
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March 21 


Moore, Bernice S. ART IN OUR COMMUNITY Caxton 
$3.50 
Devised largely for classroom usage, this describes Seattle and the various 
types of art it offers, with suggestions for study programs. The 3ogue plan for Seattle's 
beautification in 1911 and vhy it fell through; hat should be done for city improvement; 
industrial design, and what is being contributed by designers in many fields; Indian 
arts, end folk arts (whether weaving, toys, sculpture ); the Seattle art museum with 
photographic reproductions and prose descriptions of what is to be seen; famous collec- 
tions on exhibit - largely orientalia; native architecture... For schools, colleges 
and libraries within the area. For reference shelves on city planning. 


pierch25— Aer 1O 


Davis, W. Allison & Havighurst, Robt. J. FATHER OF THE MAN Houghton, Mifflin 
$ec0T 2. J" 
A sociological approach to the psychological factors in child development, 
this does not present a new doctrine but applies the "laissez faire” trend of modern 
child training quite specifically to our middle class culture. Based on case material 
drawn from both slum and middle class environments, this shows the lack of sexual re- 
straints, the greater play of aggression, independence permitted in the slum strata; 
it also shows how the middle class imposes a system which is both too severe, too ac- 
celerated for the child's personality. Here are the infant drives and needs, how 
curbed wrongly (nursing, weaning, toilet training); how mch training can do- and the 
evils of excessive training; what factors differentiate children in one family; what 
heredity determines- and does not determine; the first child against the second; identi- 
fication; growing older... There's some intensely interesting material here, both physi- 
cal and sociological, making this a genuine contribution to the field of child develop- 
ment, and of practical assistance to the parent in its suggestions appended at the 
close of each chapter. 


Edminister, Frank C. TH RUFFED GROUSE ir Macmillan 
$7.50 
To the layman the value of a book of this kind is negligible. Only conserva- 
tionists, ornithologists, those who plan to set up game preserves, etc. will use it. 
An extensive and meticulous study of every phase concerned with the ruffed grouse- some 
409 pages devoted to classification and nomenclature, description, chronicle of history 
in Eastern U.S.Ae, typical biography of a bird (with some anecdotal quality), types of 
cover, foods and water in detailed description with extensive charts and tables, effect 
on distribution of food and water, weather conditions in relation to grouse, enemies 
and predator control, diseases and parasites, man's relation to the grouse (as hunter, 
conservationist, lumberman, farmer, etc.), productivity- and finally all phases of 
"management". For my money, this tells more about the ruffed grouse than I care to 
knowe 


Hilton, John SONORA SKETCH BOOK Macmillan 
$5.00 
This, on the basis of the text alone (some 230 pages) is of sure appeal to any- 
one who loves Mexico, or who has personal contacts with our neighbors to the South. The 
author, his wife and children, with the Howard Gentrys - all with a definite purpose in 
view - seem just the right sort of Americans to serve as ambessadors of good will. Hilton, 
artist and collector, Gentry, scientist, achieved information on flora and fauna of con- 
cern to the Museum, succeeded in measure pressed down and running over to win the friend- 
ship of the villagers in the places they stayed. Hilton writes well in anecdote and 
narrative, he shares the richness of the successive experiences. Episodic, with some 
vignettes apart from the pattern of the whole - but the final impression is of richly. 
colored panorama, lovingly set forth. The reproductions, in black and white, of crayon 
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drawings by the author, will unquestionably be the biggest sales factor and eye catcher, 
but you can assure customers that it is more than just a picture book. Sell as travel 
and as popular natural science. (Originally reported 8/1) 


March 25 “at 


Murphy, Robert Cushman LOGBOOK FOR GRACE Macmillan 

. $3.75 

The author, a marine zoologist, at the American Museum of Natural History, 

writes of his trip to South Georgia in 1912, on a windjammer in search of whales. Here- 
for his wife- is the daily picture of the trip from Dominic southward to their goal, the 
Old Man and the crew, the contrasting experiences of weather, food, ports, and the many 
details of his work in collecting. There are red letter days and grey days, there is 
the spread of discontent and the days of shipboard calm. There are sharks, and whales- 
and more whales. There is the arctic life as they get to South Georgia, the sea ele- 
phants and sea leopards, the penguins and weeks of isolation. The Daisy gets her cargo, 
and homeward-bound there is the coming of scurvy and two deaths. In port-word from his 
wife. Filled with odd quirks, little touches, this chronicles a years' absence in per- 
sonal manner, joins scientific information with human response to the daily events, the 
close companions. For this special market, there is not a little magic in the record, 
an intimate quality of things shared. Very nice indeed. 


Potter, Jean THE FLYING NORTH Qupru. 24 Macmillen 
a” 

~9«00 
* Every air-minded reader will find this packed with excitement, adventure, 


heroism and humor - the thrilling story of the bush fliers in Alaska. They: are person- 
ages, most popular and distinguished men in the Territory. They fly cannery workers, 
mining prospectors, corpses, mental cases, pregnant women (some have had babies in the 
air). They transport everything from mining equipment to hair pins. Here are stories 
of men who opened up the skyways, their incredible escapes, their landings on patches 
of ice, water, ground that scarcely supports sea gulls, and their ingenuity in meeting 
disaster. In spite of the lack of government support, bush fliers have made flying a 
part of the Territory life, and during the war gave invaluable help to armed forces. 

In chapters devoted to individual exploits there's enough hair-raising excitement for 
a dozen adventure novels. Plus sale for boys. 


Tomlinson, H.M. THE TURN OF THE TIDE “A Macmillan 
$2.50 
Reported originally for Fall- as follows:- The well-known English journalist 
sums up impressions of a long life, a sort of an attempt at an explanation of an answer 
to the riddle of the modern world. The first portion is charming and devoted to the 
description of a voyage on a frigate through the Mediterranean with his son. This was 
in 1935. From then on the chapters are rambling discursive speculations as the Nazi 
juggernaut and the war advance, speculations of a delightful elderly humanist, who has 
seen mich of the world, more of the sea, who loves England, who struggles between hope 
and fear of the future, but whose hopes in the end prevail. It is not always original 
nor new nor stimulating, but there is something moving about the staunch Britisher's 
animadversion. Tomlinson fans of years back will enjoy these pages. But it wont widen 
his market. 
1] 
March 7? 


Burnham, James STRUGGLE FOR THE WORLD John Day 
| $3.00 

This will arouse as much controversy as did the author's Managerial Revolution 

to which it shows blood kinship, though this time he is writing of international issues- 
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the struggle for the world between Russia and the United States. Having the "fact" of 
power, we should- he argues- assume the responsibility, before it is too late (which he 
means to suggest will be when Russia has forced Communism on the world). For this point 
of view he will find an eager and ready eudience.... The Third World War has already 
opened with the Greek Civil War, the Chinese Civil War, the Iranian conflict- Russia's 
moves against democracy. He contrasts our inept diplomacy, internal political upheavals 
with Russia's maturity. We are only "one world" idealistically, not politically nor 
culturally. Communism, the “worldwide conspiratorial movement" has as its one goal 
world conquest and control. He discusses the advance already made, the future- with 
Russia's resources. And he proposes as counter-revolution, World Empire, with the 
United States in the driver's seat. We mst implement a foreign policy with an in- 
ternal policy which will crush commnism in the United States. 
14 
March 2? 


Cabell, James Branch LET ME LIE Farrar, — 
poolD 
Mellowed, lightly amsing, regional and historical essay- and assaying, as he 
contributes various criticsms, literary and historical, along his peculiar lines of 
research, These are freehand improvisations on themes, and carry on Cabell's public 
controversies, his polished argument, his love of his native state. He vindicates the 
characters in The First Gentleman of America and other books; he has imaginary conver- 
sations with and letters to Virginia characters of book and history; he defends the 
lengths to which Virginia history foes in assembling myths; he records youthful memor- 
ies of elders' conversations on Lincoln, carpetbaggers, the War Between the States; he 
discusses the place of /he Keviewer jin the literary scene of the 'o's; he includes his 
articles on Ellen Glasgow; he writes of his life in Virginia's Northern Neck. For the 
literary essay market. 
h 
Brachelman” Carl THE HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC PEOPLES Alas’ $726 7/ 7? Putnam 
; $6.00 
This book will be of value to students and scholars but the average reader 
would find it heavy going. It is an authoritative history of the Islamic people from 
pre-Muhammad (his spelling!) days to 1939, published in Germany before World War II. 
Brachelman discusses with scrupulous detail the early history of the independent Arab 
states, social customs, religion, geography,and poetry. He writes of the Prophet's 
life and analyzes his religious credo. At'ter his death, the history is one of conquest, 
internal strife, greed, uprisings, feuds and a succession of rulers who spread the 
faith by the sword. As they absorbed the culture of other nations, they developed an 
interest in science, philosophy, architecture. With the rise of the Turkish generals 
to power, the Muslims were plagued by taxes, factional strife, controversy. Those 
chapters dealing with the infiltration of Europeans into the Near East in the 19th and 
20th century give insight into many of the problems of the Middle East today- and a- 
lone, of the whole, strike a note of immediate interest.... Primarily a reference book. 


Caldwell, JB. INTRODUCING ALASKA % [ewer tips s/s 


A book designed to satisfy the growing curiosity in the states about Alaska, $./5 
but not a book for the tourist. Emphasis is laid upon Alaska's leading industries, 
upon hunting, fishing, rather than upon scenic beauties and historical background. In- 
formation on homesteading and occupational opportunities is detailed and extensive, 
making the book of specific value to veterans and others seeking far frontiers. 
Written in extremely factual and rather pedantic fashion, it wont capture the inter- 
est of the average reader seeking something more glamorous. Of reference value 
chiefly. 
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March # 4%) | 
Hinshaw, David EXPERIMENT IN FRIENDSHIP Putnam 


$2.50 

With an introduction by Rufus Jones, this is a plain, unpretentious account of 
the Quaker relief projects in Finlend in 1946, particularly in Laplend, victim of the 
"scorched earth" program. Attacked by both sides, helped by none, not even UNRRA, with 
heavy reparations exacted by Russia, here is a country neglected and deprived, losing 
spiritual faith and physical stamina. The Quakers brought as much aid as was possible, 
and this is a factual account of their achievements:- food relief, field staff work, 
life in the barracks; work camps established; distribution of clothing; handling of 
housing; caring for the destitute. A straightforward, impersonal report. 


Keith, Sir Arthur EVOLUTION AND ETHICS apy 4/4) Putnam 
$3200 

A series of interconnecting essays by a British anthropologist, which are con- 
cerned with man's evolution and morality, and in the light of present day history, re- 
fute many of the earlier concepts of Darwin, Huxley, etc. He believes that human nature 
has been developed by evolution;Germany's reversion to tribalism proves that evolution 
is not « basis for modern ethics. Here is an inquiry into many ethical issues; the ul- 
timates of existence; the questions of virtue and vice, of national independence versus 
personal liberty; the domestication of man; the ideal of world brotherhood and the 
failure of Christianity; the interrelationships of war and race and civilization - and 
of course evolution, with the conclusion that modern civilization is at war with natur- 
al evolution, that man's inborn fierce nature has been developed by competitive evolu- 
tion. For a learned, socio-anthropological eudience. 


Shelley, E.M. BIRD DOG TRAINING: TODAY AND TOMORROW 33# 4/25 Putnam 
33.00 

A careful handbook concentrating on the training and proper care of bird dogs 
from puppyhood to field work. Specifically, he discusses the training of setters, 
pointers, retrievers, cocker spaniels, and explains all the finer points in a simple 
way amateurs (even youngsters) can use to advantage. One section is devoted to his own 
dogs, famous in field trials and open tests. Mr. Shelly is the author of Twentieth 
Century Bird Dog and an authority in the field. The answers are here to the questions 
amateurs will ask. 


Kling, Esther B. & Samel G.- fds. THE MARRIAGE READER 2/t? ¥/, Vanguard 
| $3.00 

Citing many authorities, literature, this compiles a vast review of the many 
aspects of marriage, that brings together in one volume much material that has appeared 
in separate books. The arguments for early marriages, mixed marriages, the possibili- 
ties of ideal marriage; the anatomy of marriage, conduct, procedure and pley in inter- 
course; the problems of sterility, frigidity,etc.,the progress and problems of preg- 
nancy, the advantages and value of children; adoption, in-laws, jealousy, working wives, 
marital finances, etc. Authorities in many fields allied are included, among them 
Groves, Wolfe, Russell, Ellis, Stopes, Sanger, Balzac, Maurois. Useful in corralling 
related material into one volume- in special reference sections. A book for the long 
haul . 


Vocational Guidance Research OUTDOOR JOBS FOR MEN 3S ae > 
os i 2650 

For those seeking a way of life, rather than large financial returns, here is 
an analysis of outdoor opportunities. It is not a how-to-do-it book, but a career book, 
outlining the possibilities in the field of forestry, conservation, farming, agriculture, 
nursery work, engineering, photography, transportation, selling, building, law enforce- 
ment, service. He discusses adjustment of abilities to possibilities; qualifications, 
leadership- and the futures. He lists sources of information in each field. 
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Johnson, Walter WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE'S AMERICA +o. || Holt 
_ $5.00 

This is the biography promised at the time the Selected Letters were published 
last season. The tremendous popularity of White's Autobiography indicates a continued 
interest in the Sage of Emporia, spokesman for grassroots America, symbol of the best 
the small town of the Mid-West affords. This is an intimate picture of White in rela- 
tion to the forces he helped to mold and interpret; this is a vigorous panorama of the 
changing pattern of America against which White for many years was typical of the stand- 
pat Republican, and of which he rather slowly came to be known as a progressive, chal- 
lenging the stranglehold of the industrial giants. Pungent phrase and emotional ex- 
pression livens a text that is better than competent coverage, but not inspired. Johnson 
has written a good popular biography, not a great one. 


March ??? 


Gordon, Ruth YEARS AGOs= A Play 4/75 Viking 
$2.00 
A nostalgic backward look in an autobiographical play about Ruth Gordon's High 
School days near Boston when she lived in the dream of being an actress. Starring vehi- 
cle for Frederic March, with Florence Eldridge and Patricia Kirkland playing the leading 
women's roles. Charming and witty. 


Hellman, Lillian ANOTHER PART OF THE FOREST: A Play 4/4 Viking 
i 
$2.00 
Lillian Hellman has gone back to earlier days in a companion piece to the 
Little Foxese Ante-bellum days and much noise about the dying south,- with Regina 
again the contriving shrew keeping the educated Jukes' family at a pitch of intense 
emotions. Not so good for Little Theatre consumption=- leaves a nasty taste behind. 


karly Spring 3/ 1g 
Louis, Joe MY LIFE STORY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$32002, 75 

The world's heavyweight boxing champion tells his story in a simple modest 
fashion. His rise from Alabama farm boy to probably the greatest fighter of all time is 
an interesting chapter in many respects and to many kinds of people. Prize fight fans 
will no doubt get quite a kick out of his description of all of his bouts, from his 
first amateur fight when he was licked down to his recent fight which he won in the 
first round. Sociologists will be pleased and proud of Joe Louis' story of his rise 
from a poor Negro background, with little schooling, to one of America's outstanding 
citizens largely through sheer character and sterling sincerity, integrity and gener- 
osity. His record in the ring is outstanding; his service in the army earned him the 
Legion of Merit. Tribute to his mother and Jack Blackburn, his famous trainer stand 
oute The two were responsible for the moral and physical development of this great 
fighter and good man. Illustrated by photographs. 


Last Minute Arrival 


Murray, Florence- fd. - THE NEGRO HANDBOOK: 1946=1947 A. A. Wyn 
$5.00 

Published biennially, this is the third issue of a specialized but important 
factual reference book, which brings together facts and figures, source material on the 
American Negroe Since it is encyclopedic in its content, there is no attempt at inter- 
pretation, or analysis, but a study of the contents, from the opening definition of Amer- 
ican Negro under Population, to the closing section on World War II and Negro participe- 
tion. This will prove useful working material in its available information on all as- 
pects of Negro life in the United States. From Civil Rights, Health, Labor, Education, 
Religion, Crime, Sports, Housing, to Organizations, Lists and Directories, etc. this 
coverage provides ea useful reference tool. Indexed. 
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Baker, Frank- BEFORE I GO HENCE- definite date 2/28 581 

Chapel, CeEe- THE GUN COLLECTOR'S HANDBOOK OF VALUES- from 1/20 to 2/28 570 

Freedman, B. & No= MRS. MIKE- definite date 2/28- March Literary Guild 5 

Freitag, George H.- THE LOST LAND- from 1/20 to 1/31 603 
John Day 

Chao, BeY. & Ys- AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A CHINESE WOMAN- definite date 2/13 25 
Doubleday 

Briffault, Herma-fd.- THE MEMOIRS OF DOCTOR KERSTEN- from 2/6 to 3/21 21 

Murphy, Edward F.- PERE ANTOINE= price from $2.75 to $2.50 12 
Harper 

Cooper, Louise Field= SUMMER STRANGER- from 2/19 to 3/12 | 622 

Fischer, John- THE SCARED MEN IN THE KREMLIN- definite date 3/26. Book of 

the Month for April ; 633 

Johnson, Roy I.o- EXPLORATIONS IN GENERAL EDUCATION- price from $3.00 to $3.50 586 
Lippincott 

Marshall, Arnold & King- THE WAR REPORTS- from 1/22 to 2/5 586 
Little, Brown 

Sklar, George- THE TWO WORLDS OF JOHNNY TRURO- from 2/17 to 2/19 9 
Macmillen 

Brink, Carole HARPS IN THE WIND- from 3/4 to 3/18 26 

Davis, Herbert- THE SATIRES OF JONATHAN SWIFT- from 1/21 to 2/11 | 19 

Duckett, EsSe- ANGLO-SAXON SAINTS AND SCHOLARS- from 12/17 to 1/28 499 

Ewing, AeCe= THE INDIVIDUAL, THE STATE AND WORLD GOVERNMENT- from 2/25 to 3/4 633 

Greer, Guy- YOUR CITY TOMORROW- from 2/25 to 2/18 569 

Jameson, Storm- BEFORE THE CROSSING- from 2/11 to 3/4 8 

Lavrin, Janko= DOSTEOVSKY- from 2/18 to 2/25 22 

Masefield, John- THANKS BEFORE GOING- from 2/18 to 3/25 23 

McLaverty, M.- IN THIS THY DAY- from 2/25 to 3/4 549 

Nye, Nelson- THE BARBER OF TUBAC- from 3/4 to 3/18 15 

Tate, GeH.H.= MAMMALS OF EASTERN ASIA- from 3/4 to 2/18 26 

Woodward, C. Vann- THE BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF- from 2/4 to 2/18 585 
Morrow 

Field, Peter- TRAIL FROM NEEDLE ROCK- from 3/5 to 3/26 628 

Holman, Hugh- ANOTHER MAN'S POISON- from 3/5 to 3/26 15 
Putnam 

Allis, Marguerite- WATER OVER THE DAM- definite date 2/14 10 

Angell, Ro- THE LONG SWIM- definite date 2/14 10 

Heyer, Georgette- THE RELUCTANT WIDOW- definite date 2/14 11 
Rinehart 

King-Hall, Magdalen- THE LOVELY LYNCHS- from 2/6 to 5/29 607 
Vanguard 

Heard, H.Fo= DOPPLEGANGERS- definite date = 11 

Peattie., Re- STRUGGLE ON THE VELD- from 11/?? to 2/26 514 

Stout, Rex= HOW LIKE A GOD- definite date 2/17 17 

Willingham, Calder- END AS A MAN- definite date 2/11 11 
Viking 

Levin, Harry- ¢d.—- THE PORTABLE JAMES JOYCE- from 2/? to 1/27 7 37 

Steinbeck, John- THE WAYWARD BUS- definite date 2/17 621 
Whittlesey 

Budeng, LeF.- THIS IS MY STORY= from 2/2? to 3/17 18 

Milburn, George- FLANNIGAN'S FOLLY- from 2/2 to 4/23 11 

Othman, Frederick C.- MAN ON THE HALF SHELL- from 2/2 to 3/3 25 


Errata:- Four titles wrongly indexed on both Author Index and Publisher Index in 

Jan. 1 issue:- Walker, Mildred - THE QUARRY (Harcourt, Brace) should be P. 5 (not P.6) 
Freedman, Benedict & Nancy - MRS. MIKE (Coward-McCann) should be P. 5 (not 
P.6),Faralla, Dana - THE MAGNIFICENT BARB (Messner) should be P.6(not P.7) 
Neumann, Robert - CHILDREN OF VIENNA (Dutton) should be P.6 (not P.7) 
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Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service y~ 38 Bank Street 


Vol. XV February 1, 1947 


RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: Pre-Lenten Issue 


Edited by Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Pp. Miller 


Ash Wednesday comes this year on February 19th, haster on April 6th. This is the year's 
best opportunity to sell religious books, and emphasis should be put on them throughout 
the Lenten season, Call attention of clergymen in your vicinty to the fact that you 
have on display the new books in the field; get their suggestions of books they plan to 
recommend for Lenten reading and study groups; urge your local newspapers to do feature 
Lenten book reviews. Keep one corner of your window for a weekly display of Religious 
Books and tie in with your window display by having a special table inside the shop or 
a shelf plainly marked, Public Libraries should keep a lively and constantly filled 
display shelf, with suggestions for denominational reading. kemember that the. day when 
only the Roman Catholic and the Episcopal Church paid attention to the Lenten Season 
has passed. Jt now receives almost universal recognition as a pertod of study and 


prayer. 


The following list covers books of particular current interest. Check back list of 
titles of 1946 publication for additional suggestions. watch for the mid-Lent Relig- 


tous Book Supplement, in March, 


Harkness , Georgia UNDERSTANDING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH a 
1.75 
Georgia Harkness, now professor of applied theology at Garrett Biblical 
Institute in Evanston, Ill., is becoming an increasingly influential figure in the 
religious life of America. She is a theologian of high rank, the only woman member of 
the American Theological Society. And Georgia Harkness can write. By her lucid style, 
and her gift for the telling phrase and the revealing illustration she makes great ideas 
and profound truths come alive for “the man in the pew," whom she describes as “the 
ultimate consumer for whom the churches exist." The book deals with such , Opics as 
"The Meaning of Faith,” “Understanding the Bible," "Religion and Science ," "The Reality 
and Nature of God," "Salvation," "Prayer and Providence." The author's aim was to pro- 
duce a book on theology “which readers of the ‘Saturday Evening Post' and "The Readers’ 
Digest’ can read and enjoy it if they want to." It is a good book for "lay minds”, but 
of course it is not for "lame minds." But laymen who want to kmow what they can believe 
and why should read this book. 


Skeath, William C. THOU PREPAREST A TABLE Abingdon-Cokesbury 
$1.00 

Thies little volume contains a series of meditations on the Lord's Supper 
written by a Methodist pastor. Following a compilation from the four Gospels of the 
story of the Last Supper, the author elaborates in successive chapters upon the inci- 
dents and scenes of the Upper Room. Ministers seeking to enrich their communion ser- 
vices and meditations will find illuminating ideas and effective illustrations in these 
studies. (Jan.) 
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Stimmel, Howard L. RENDEZVOUS WITH ETERNITY ee 
51.00 

This is a small non-technical book dealing with the basis for a faith in immor- 
tality. The author, a Methodist preacher, has had many contacts with student groups and 
here tries to answer the questions frequently raised by them as well as to bring assur=- 
ance and comfort to others who have faced bereavement. Dr. Stimmel gives the foundations 
for a faith in immortality, deals with the nature of the future life, points out the rele- 
vance of such a faith, reveals the comfort that can come from God and tells of the signi- 
ficance of the resurrection of Jesus. It is the sort of little book that ministers should 
possess to put into the hands of parishioners who have questions about the validity of a 
faith in immortality. (Jan.) 


Savage, Courtenay WAYFARERS ' FRIEND : rely 
2.00 

Two sailors diffidently approached the counter at a service club during the 
war, and asked for St. Christopher medals. When they had received the medals, one of 
them said to the director, "Maybe I ought to tell you we're not Catholics but some of 
our buddies said it would be all right with St. Christopher if we wore one. You see, 
we're due for the Pacific and Joe and I think it'd be swell if St. Christopher was help- 
ing us pray for a return ticket." Then ensued a conversation which ended in one of the 
sailors asking: "Say tell us something about him, will you?" So came this book into 
being. It is the familiar tale of the pagan giant who resolved to serve the strongest 
Prince in the world and how through the little Christ Child he learned that Christ was 
the strongest Prince. Then follows the less well-known story of his later life and martyr- 
dom. As the author states, many millions of people Catholic and non-Catholic learned to 
turn to St. Christopher during the war. It is just as well for them to know who he was 
and what the church teaches about him, otherwise the St. Christopher medal is reduced to 
the level of a rabbit’s foot. This is an easily read book and it is quite suitable for 
children and young people as well as adults. 


Niemoller, Martin DACHAU SERMONS prs 
1.50 

These sermons are remarkable because of the circumstances under which they 
were originally preached. A cell in the notorious Dachau prison camp was the church. 
The congregation consisted of six persons; a Dutch cabinet minister, two Norwegian 
skippers, @ British major from the Indian army, a Yugoslavian diplomat and a Macedonian 
journalist. The denominational representation was equally varigated consisted of Cal- ~ 
vinist, Lutheran, Anglican and Greek Orthodox prisoners. The preacher was the noted 
Martin Niemoller. The time the winter of 1944-1945. The sermons revolve about the 
church holidays - Christmas, New Year's, Septuagesima Sunday, Reminiscere Sunday, Maundy 
Taursday, and Easter, for which Niemoller was given permission to hold services. They 
are direct and simple gospel sermons, poignant and moving because preached in prison, 
to prisoners and by a prisoner. They have been many greater sermons preached, but few 
more eloquent human documents produced. (Dec.) 


Fenelon, Francois .. CHRISTIAN PERFECTION Harper 
edited by C. F. Whitson $1.75 


The Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church has selected this as the recom- 
mended book for Lenten reading. Unusual as a choice, this is the meditations of a 
17th century divine, Francois de Salignac de La Mothe Fenelon, Archbishop of Cambrai, 
translated from the French by Mildred Whitney Stillman, and edited by Prof. Charles F. 
Whiston of the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. A valuable addition to our 
devotional literature - not a. book to be read through at a sitting. As the editor 
indicates, one must sit before Fenelon as. before a work of art, drinking in his mes- 
sage by repeated visits. Here is one who was close to God. We should open the book 
with reverence and prayer. The meditations deal with temptations, with suffering, 
with a life of prayer, with Divine Providence. Christians of all creeds would find 
these Meditations universal in nature and appeal. 


Se 
tae 
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du Nouy, Lecomte HUMAN DESTINY | Longmans , rege 
3.50 
This book could be the blueprint for the “brave, new world", taking both 
adjectives seriously. The author who is philosopher, physicist and religionist, descri- 
bes our moribund civilization, with its unbalanced mechanical progress and human demora- 
lization. The urgent necessity for a return to the dignity of human morals is developed 
through the history and facts of evolution, even to this atomic age. God, giving man the 
breath of life gave him also the final freedom- of the will=- and a conscience, or sense 
of responsibility for the world he inherited. No individual human is seen as indispen=- 
sable, but exceedingly useful according to the extent of his will to the good. There 
are implications for new emphases in educating the moral sense of children; Truth, 
whole and pure, taught throughout the world would cancel totalitarian ideas. The way 
to human solidarity is by the search and respect for individual dignity. Man becomes 
co-worker with the Creator; the collective conscience will demand and secure world peace. 
This is not simple reading, but engrossing to the average intelligence willing to plough 


the furrows of truth. (2/14/47) 


Clinchy, Russell J. FAITH AND FREEDOM wee 

| .79 
* Here is the declaration of the faith of one liberal who is not tired. The 
pastor of the First Congregational Church in Hartford, in these lectures originally de- 
livered at Bangor Theological Seminary, vigorously defends the position of the religious 
liberal. He admits the decline of liberalism in the face of attacks from the tory on 
the right and the radical on the left, and as a consequence of the disillusionment within 
the ranks of liberalism itself. Dr. Clinchy points out why this generation has lost the 
essential meaning of liberalism, but reaffirms his conviction that liberalism is a dyna- 
mic religious faith. He also outlines briefly what he considers to be the essential ele- 
ments of a liberal’s credo today. ‘The tone of these lectures is not apologetic. This 
is not liberalism on the defensive. It is rather a ringing cali to a more dynamic and 
creative faith, a statement of a burning conviction. This should be encouraging reading 


for religious liberals. (4/15) / 


Dicks, Russell B. COMFORT YE MY PEOPIE ae 

: 1 50° 

The sub-title, 4 Manual of the Pastoral Ministry, accurately describes the 

nature and purpose of this little book. It is designed to bring together into conven=- 
ient form, materials suitable for the ministry of a Protestant clergymen to the sick,: the 
dying and the bereaved. Many of the prayers were written by the author, and they are 
beautifully phrased and reflect the keen spiritual insight of one who is experienced in 
bringing the consolations of religion. to people in distress. The other prayers and the 
scripture passages are well chosen. Pastors will find this book a valuable aid to their 
ministry. Pulpit Digest Book Club Selection. (Jan.) 


Dilworth, Ernest N. & Leuba, Walter SMITH UNBOUND Bese 
2.50 
Here is recorded a dialogue between the two authors ,called a “conversation 
piece” in the sub-title. The "Smith" referred to in the title is "the common man” or 
“the average student” coming to maturity in our contemporary civilization. The conver- 
sation ranges over the whole field of cultural interests: philosophy, education, litera- 
ture, art, religion, poetry. One can imagine such a conversation taking place in a 
faculty club, and proving to be fascinating because of the interplay of two good minds, 
adept in the use of the English language and sharp in their repartee. But on the prin- 
ted page, lacking the physical presence of the participants, the conversation lags and 
ome wonders why an attempt should be made to reduce to print what one should have been 
contert to recall as a stimulating conversation between two sophisticated members of 
the intelligensia. This is especially true as the conversationalists seem to be in the 
end quite cynical as to the value of culture in any form, wnless it be poetry. It would 
have been interesting to listen in on this conversation, but to pay good money for the 
printed record of it is another matter. (3/11) 
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Eakin, Mildred Moody and Frank THE PASTOR AND THE CHILDREN Macmillan 
$2.00 
* This is a book which was written for Protestant pastors. Mrs. Eakin is one of 


the leading religious educators in the country. Her husband, the co-author, is a Metho 
dist minister. The thesis of the book is that the religious education program of the 
Protestant church has broken down, particularly as it pertains to the church school. Ine- 
asmuch as comparatively few churches are able to engage professional directors of relie 
gious education, the educational program of the church must be conducted ty laymen or the 
minister must assume more responsibility for it. While recognizing the important place 
of lay leadership, Mr. and Mrs. Eakin are here registering a strong plea for the assump= 
tion of more responsibility by the ministry. As few of them are equipped even to super= 
vise a truly educational program, the authors have devoted this volume to outlining the 
steps by which the minister may fit himself for more active leadership in this field. 

Of course, as the authors recognize, preparation for such leadership should be a part of 
the curriculum of every theological seminary. This is a practical book, replete with 
illustrations which effectively drive home the authors’ arguments. (5/6) 


Holmes, John Haynes THE AFFIRMATION OF IMMORTALITY ei oie" 
1.50 

The well known pastor of the Community Church of New York, a recognized leader 
in liberal religious circles, here gives us a ringing affirmation of his faith in immor- 
tality. His whole argument, cogently built up as always, may be summarized in this quo= 
tation: “If this universe is purely materialistic in character, and operated by purely 
mechanistic laws, then is it as foolish to believe in immortality as to worship God. But 
if this universe is spirit, then do all the postulates of the spirit become instantly 
true. Immortality is then as inevitable as the destiny of being, as God is inevitable as 
its source." Orthodox Christians will not be entirely satisfied with this book, but 
that would be because of what Dr. Holmes dces not say, rather than what he says. With 
what he does have to say few believing Christians and Jews would quarrel; indeed, they 
should welcome this well phrased-apologia for an important article of their faith. 
Religious Book Club Selection. (3/11) 


Jones, Rufus M, THE LUMINOUS TRAIL basse 

. 2,00 

Rufus Jones, one of America's leading mystics, hae given us another penetrating 

exposition of the inner light which he considers to be of the essence of true religion. 
This is done by a series of brief studies of great souls who, as he says in his intro=- 
duction; “have become the instruments, in Divine Wisdom, of changing the line of march, 
and of inaugureting a new time. Not always was it a saint that did it, but it was al- 
ways 4 transmitter, and always the trail was luminous.” These spiritual character sket- 
ches deal with some figures known to us all, such as St. Paul, St. John, Clement of 
Alexandria, St. Francis of Assisi and Erasmus, but also with cthers less widely known 
such as Hugh of St. Victor, Hans Denck, Sebastian Franck, Camilio, John Everart and 
Horace Bushnell. Naturally, the author stresses the mystic way to truth as exempli- 
fied in the life and teachings of these saintly men and women. The book is beautifully 
written and whether or not one is ready to follow Rufus Jones all of the mystic way, 
one is sure to find in his writing illumination upon one's own way of life, The 
cloeing chapter dealing with the death of his son, Lowell, and of the spiritual meaning 
that tragic experience came to have for him, is particularly moving. 


ee 
Kenny, Herbert A. & A CATHOLIC QUIZ BOOK / Macmillan 
Keane, Geoffrey P. $2.00 
Written by two Catholic laymen, 4 newspaper editor and a doctor, this book is 
described by the authors as written for the prime purpose of providing entertainment. 
The Archbishop of Boston, in a commending foreword, admits that it will have this en- 
tertainment value, but advises its use for increasing knowledge of the Faith to study 
groups, classes, etc. The scope of the material will assure the interest of Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike, and for the latter group will provide information on a variety 


—- 
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of matters about which their knowledge is often sketchy. There are 42 groups of questions 


with answers, arranged for self-testing and scoring. The subjects cover church and secu- 
lar history, rituals, the Mass, science, heresies, etc., - with carefully documented 


and accurate answers. (1/28/47) 


Lewis, ©. S. THE ABOLITION OF MAN wage 
! 1.25 
The sub-title of this book is "Reflections on Education with Special Reference 
to the Teaching of English in the Upper Forms of Schools." But one finds in it little 
about education, and less about the teaching of English. Nor is this volume a defense 
of the Christian faith similar to other books from the pen of C. S. lewis. The three 
lectures comprising the book are rather rambling talks about life and literature and 
philosophy. Those who have come to expect from Lewis penetrating setire and a subtle 
sense of humor, used to buttress a real Christian faith, will be disappointed. (4/8) 


Martin, A.D. A PLAIN MAN'S LIFE OF CHRIST vn er a 
2.50 
In a prefatory note to this posthumously published volume, Professor Sydney 
Cave validates the author's intention to write a life of Jesus, so simple and compell- 
ing as to attract anc hold the attention of the lay reader. This is not a book direc- 
ted to the student or the cleric, yet it is written out of great scholarship and ripe 
wisdom, colored by a reverent imagination. The late Rev. A. D. Martin has a follow- 
ing of readers in America, as well as in his native England, who have never failed to 
find in his writings a strong respect for the factual, crossed with the glory of the 
poetic form used by Jesus (the latter so seldom recognized). The plain man desiring 
the essential facts about Jesus may come to know him better in these pages. (2/11) 


Marlowe, George Francis CHURCHES OF OLD NEW ENGLAND Macmillan 
Photographs by Samuel Chamberlain $3.75 
As the sub-title indicates, this book deals with the architecture and archi- 
tects, the pastors and the people of the churches of old New England. This should be 
a fascinating book for architects and churchmen and for all others who treasure the 
cultural values of our early history. There should be plus sale in travel book depart- 
ments, and among regional books. Don't overlook these angles. Included in the study 
are such famous church buildings as Old South, Old North and Kings’ Chapel in Boston, 
and those in Wayland, Framingham, Mendon, Shrewsbury, Lancaster, Groton, Newport and 
Old Lyme and other churches in Connecticut, Vermont and Maine. This quotation with 
which the book closes indicates why this book should have a wide sppeal: “It is 
impossible to over-estimate the importance of systematic study of the priceless and 
every-diminishing treasures of the past. For to study is to acquire appreciation, 
and to appreciate is to realize the paramount obligation of preserving with most scru- 
pulous care that which has come down to us, in order to hand on this precious heritage 
intact to posterity. Foremost among repositories of antiquity are the fabrics and 
fittings of our historic parish churches, venerable and lovely still in spite of 
the many devastating changes that have swept over them.” ($727) -2% 


Meland, Vernon SEEDS OF REDEMPTION Macmillan 
$2.50 
This is a profound analysis of the crisis confronted by civilization in this 
etomic age. Professor Meland delineates the nature of our crisis with stark realisn. 
He believes it possible that we face "the utter end of this human venture as history 
has known it," and he minces no words in depicting the desperate plight in which we 
find ourselves wherein it is altogether conceivable that human civilization may be ut- 
terly destroyed by the forces of atcmic energy which its scientists have produced. 
Such a desperate situation calls for desperate counter-measures. No mere "turning to 
the church" or "re-emphasizing spiritual values" will suffice. There may be a complete 
reversal of values in which science and industry as well as education and religion must 
be participants. The alliance of science and industry in the search for power has now . 
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over-reached itself and achieved a power which the human spirit cannot control. The 
whole standard of living with its emphasis upon things must be replaced with another 
etandard of life which places first things first, and the first things are qualities 
of the mind, the heart and the spirit. Philosophers and theologians and clergymen | 
will find this book especially valuable, but it. is the laymen who must implement its 
findings and one is fearful that not too many of them will see the book or read it 
through, which is another commentary upon the bankruptcy of our cultural life. 
Selection by the Religious Book Club will help to that end. (5/20) 


Miller, Alexander THE CHRISTIAN SIGNIFICANCE OF KARL MARX preg 
! 1.75 
This is a valuable book, for it gives a concise and objective exposition of 
the fundemental tenets cf communism, and then outlines the bearing that the teaching of 
Marx and his followers has upon Christianity. In view of the emotions currently stirred 
by any consideration of communism and the difficulty of understanding Marx's own writ- 
ings, a calm and dispassionate thumb-nail sketch of the main theses of communism, such 
as this, should contribute much to an intelligent understanding of what the author calls 
“the most coherent philosophy and the greatest single emotional drive that this genera- 
tion has to deal with." The second half of the book in which the author attempts to 
set forth the Christian attitude towards communism is less clear and less satisfying. 
He does, indeed, avoid two extremes: the regarding of communism as the arch-enemy of 
Christianity, and the identification of the class-less society of Marx with the Kingdom 
of God. His book, then, will be regarded as unsatisfactory by Roman Catholics at one end 
and by left-wing religious liberals at the other. But such is the importance of the 
subject that the book should have many readers. (4/29) 


Miller, Carl Wallace A SCIENTIST'S APPROACH TO RELIGION a 
) os Ua 
The author of this little book is professor of physics at Brown University. 
It is a reverential discussion of religicn as this scientist views it, arriving at 
positive affirmations as to the place of religion in the life of modern man. He exa- 
mines the conflict between tradition and modern kmowledge and attempts to discover a 
spiritual content in the traditional affirmation of, the Christian faith which will be 
of abiding value even in a modern scientific world. This will be a valuable book for 
those who are troubled by their belief that science has crowded God off the stage. 
Ministers and teachers who have to deal with modern skeptics will find here sugges- 
tions as to how such doubts may be resolved. Religious Book Club Selection. (3/11) 


Park, William E. THE QUEST FOR INNER PEACE Macmillan 
| $2.50 
* The President of the Northfield Schools is becoming one of the most popular 


preachers in the East, particularly on college campuses. He calls himself “an itin- 
erant preacher" whose function Headford Luccock has described as “setting off the same 
set ot’ fireworks in a different place each week." This volume contains samples of the 
"fireworks" Dr. Park is setting off in our college chapele, as it is a volume of his 
sermons, taking its title from the first sermon. These are sermons that sparkle. No 
one is apt to doze otf under such preaching. A sense of humor, an aptitude for in- 
cisive illustrations, a bringing of truth to bear upon the issues of life today are 
among the characteristics of this preaching. Ministers will find herein much illus- 
trative material and suggestions for sermons of their own. Young people, their parents 
and teachers will find in it much food for thought. (7/ ') 


White, Helen C. DUST ON THE KING'S HIGHWAY mee 
eae 3 3.00 
F. Here we have the story in novel form of the adventures and labor of a Francis- 


can missionary, Fray Francisco Garces. The story opens in 1771 and in narrative form 
we follow the journeyings and missionary tasks of this Spanish priest who devoted most 
of his life to work among the Pima and Yuma Indian tribes of New Mexico and California. 
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Those were the days when the Spanish conquistadores thought that the only good Indian was 
a dead Indian and when there was fierce and bloody fighting between the various Indian 
tribes, Amidst all of these bitter struggles of the pioneer days of the great Southwest 
moved this patient priest and his associates, mediating, conciliating, teaching, preaching, 
pointing these people of primitive passions to something higher and more substantial. The 
tale makes interesting reading not only for Catholics but for all who are anxious to mow 
something of the spiritual foundations of that part of our country, and for all who like 

a good story of adventure, well told. (4/22) 


zu Lowenstein, Hubertus THE EAGLE AND THE CROSS ape 
ela 
F. This is another novel dealing with the life and times of the early Christian era 


and especially with the impact of Christianity upon the Romar Empire, The author has been 
at great pains to reconstruct the physical and cultural background of his characters, and 
he makes the Roman world of the early first century stand out in vivid detail. The author 
goes out of his way to emphasize the fact that among the early Christians were many of 
high estate, Prince Hubertus zu Lowenstein evidently does not relish the thought that 
most of the early Christians were slaves and other people of “the lower strata of society", 
although the testimony of St. Paul is against him on this score, Prince zu Lowenstein 
also makes it a point to dress the Roman Empire in modern garb even by allusions to 
sleeping cars, central heating, a knowledge of electricity and of the atom, for all of 
which he states that he has found historical evidence, The story moves along smoothly. 
and holds the interest, although one has the impression that the author's chief concern 

is with the setting and not with the characters in the story, Although the author is a 
Catholic there is no reason why other Christians should not ney this book as much as 


his co-religionists, #71) Sly a) 


Shepherd, Massey Hamilton THE LIVING LITURGY preg 
25 
The author, who is a member of the faculty at the titeomnal Theological Semin- 
ary at Cambridge, has in this volume, brought together a number of articles which he had 
written for The Witness dealing with the liturgy. He is one who would magnify the place 
and meaning of the liturgy in the work of the church, and he explains how he would like 
to see that done in chapters on "The Daily Office," "The Holy Commmion", "The Christian 
Year,” “Baptism and Confirmation,” “Music and Architecture," Episcopal clergymen and 
church leaders and other Protestants interested in the subject will find this a helpful 


volume, (Publ. ) 


Glatzer, Nahum N, IN TIME AND ETERNITY: A Jewish Reader Schocken regan 
\ to 

This book is an anthology of post-biblical Jewish literature, It ranges over 
many fields: theology, morals, and mystical contemplation, It includes exerpts from the 
Talmd, the Midrash, and the Zorah; and from writings which are lesser known but which 
have inspired, comforted and directed those of the Jewish faith in every country of 
Europe, Therefore, there is made available to the Inglish-speaking world a source of 
book of eighteen centuries of Jewish life and thought. No modern writers are included. 
Jewish scholars and religious leaders should find this an indispensable reference beok, 
and many Christian scholars as well will welcome its publication, (Publ, ) 


Cogan, Sister Mary De Paul SISTERS OF MARYKNOLL ae a 

0 

The Foreign Mission Sisters of St. Dominic better known as the “Sisters of Mary- 

knoll" represent the female branch of one of Catholicism's great missionary organizations. 

240 sisters were stationed in the orient at the outbreak of the war, They were in Hawaii, 
the Philippines, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Korea and Manchukuo, Their experiences during the 
war period are here related by a careful editing of diaries, letters and reports. It is 
a record of which the Roman Catholic Church and all Americans may well be proud, These 

good women suffered mch in internment camps and prisons, but their heroic devotion to 

duty never flagged and they are now able to return to their posts with a still greater 
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opportunity for service open before them, Me might wish that the material contained in 
this volume might have been placed in the hands of a skilled publicist who could have made . 
a mich more vivid story out of it. But as it is, we have 4 sincere and honest testimony 
to the kind of service rendered by these sisters. (Repeat report from 11/1/46 bulletin-- 


page 551) (Jan. ) 


Kunkel, Fritz CREATION CONTINUES iar 
3,00 
This is an unusual book, It is a detailed study of the Gospel of Matthew in the 
effort to discover the secret of the influence of Jesus upon those who came in close con- 
tact with him, The author's thesis is that as creation was re-enacted with the coming of 
Jesus into the world, so it is re-enacted in the life of each believer in Him, Thus, the 
title: Creation Continues. The author writes professedly as a psychologist, But his 
"psychological study” of Matthew is an attempt to parallel each outward event by some 
corresponding event in the inner life, each spoken word of Jesus by some word that can 
come to the inner consciousness today, The author is scholarly, in that he is familiar 
with the works of the best New Testament scholars and utilizes their findings, Theolog- 
ians will probably have less to criticize in the book than psychologists who would chal- 
lenge many of his presuppositions and deductions, Those who are seeking a new under= -- 
standing of the power of the Christian faith in the world and have not found it either 
in Orthodox Protestantism or in Catholicism might find light upon their path in this 
reverent volume, (Jan, ) 


Eagleson, Hodge MacIlvain LAUGHING INTO GLORY George W, Stewart 
$2. SOLOS , 

"This is the autobiography of a preacher, but don't let that frighten yo” -- 
such are the opening words of the author's foreword, The apparently large group of 
people who think of ministers as sanctimonious, unctuous "stuffed-shirts" should read 
this book and learn that most preachers are real human beings. Other people who think 
that ministers have nothing to do but preach a sermon once a week should read this book 
and learn about the variety of things a minister has to do in a small town -- clean out 
the church, teach boxing to village hoodlums, organize a boys’ club, repair the church, 
rebuild it, finance it, get boys out of jail, keep habitual drunkards out of jail. This 
minister had a lot of fun being a minister - so do most of his colleagues, but few of 
them have the gift of commnicating that fact to others, They are too solem, This 
preacher knew how to laugh. Many should read this book and laugh with him, Incidentally, 
Hollywood might take a look at this manuscript, It could be made into a Protestant 
Going My Way. (Febz) 5/? 


Thayer, V.T. RELIGION IN PUBLIC EDUCATION race 
ecto 
The Educational Director of the Ethical Culture Schools in New York has given 
‘ us a highly controversial book dealing with the place of religion in public education. 
Dr, Thayer is a bitter opponent of religious education on "released time” and of any 
direct or indirect use of public funds for private and parochial schools, considering) 
any such measures as a violation of the principle of separation of Church and State, 
Dr, Thayer denies that character-building is dependent upon religious faith; feels that 
religious instruction in school would necessarily be sectarian and divisive, Dr, Thayer 
asserts that the public school can and does give to the pupils the ethical idealism and 
appreciation of spiritual values which is necessary to good citizenship in a democracy, 
Many educators and most church people will disagree with Dr, Thayer's presuppositions, 
arguments and conclusions, but all would profit by reading this thought-provoking book 
and considering his well marshalled arguments, (Jan, ) 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Ets, Marie Hall OLEY THF SFA MONSTER Viking 
[llus. by the author $1.50 


There's some conflict in age level here- the story level is about five, the 
pictures are definitely more advanced, hitting at the comic strip appeal age round 
about eight and nine, with 140 cartoons in inky black, suggesting linoleum blcck tech- 
nique.... Oley was a baby seal stolen from his mother for the Chicago Aquarium, Oley 
wae unhappy so- rather than kill him- the keeper put him into the lake, For a few days 
he was & sensation, men thought him a sea monster and tried to capture him, while poor 
little Oley was simply looking for playmates, Finally, he realized that he mst start 
the long trek back to the sea harbor where he had been born, The doublespread map 
which traces his journey is the best thing in the book, There's a bit of humor here 
and there in the main part of the captioned story; there's a peek at city life on the 
great lake, But in the main, the appeal is hard to sustain, (3/7) 


BOOKS. TO READ ALOUD (5 - 8) 


Potter, Russell LITTLE RED FERRY BOAT Holt 
illus. by Marjorie Hill $2 , 00 


A little red ferry boat that wants to go to sea for a vacation finds the going 
very rough, A school of playful porpoises, a wise white wooly whale and the sea gulls 
advise, help and comfort the poor ferry-boat, who soon finds that he is way out of his 
depths in the sea, After a terrific storm and a valiant struggle with the elements, the 
poor battered ferry boat returns to the friendly harbor of New York, towed in by the 
white whale, It was an exciting vacation but he is glad to be back in his peaceful life 
crossing back and forth from the Jersey shore to New York, <A story that New York city 
children will find more appealing, perhaps, than mid-continent children, but with lots 
of pictures in red, black and blue, it will carry over to small children who like stories 
personifying familiar - or for that matter unfamiliar-cbjects, (4/29) 4.20 


Heal, Edith THE GOLDFN BOWL Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
[llus.. by Marian Cannon $1.50 


A bit older children in the read-aloud category will like this pleasant little 
story of the New Orleans restaurant where the food was so good you wonder why patronage 
ever dropped off, It is the tale of little Marie, who helped on Saturdays, of old Peter 
and Fat Anna and Slim, and of how they decide to give themselves and the old reliables 
one last gorgeous meal before closing, Then into its savoury atmosphere comes a countess, 
and at the end it is she who promises to save the restaurant from oblivion, Nice details 
of markets and restaurant; good picture of relationship between children and adults; the 
sorts of facts about behind the scenes that will appeal to seven and eight year olds who 
like to help at home- and charming soft-toned pictures, 70 pages, Cloth binding. (Publ, ) 
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Clymer, Eleanor THE TROLLEY CAR FAMILY David McKay 
[ll‘d by Ursula Koering $2.00 
* A jolly book that fills a real niche in this difficult story level, A gay 


family solves its financial problems in a delightful way which will appeal to any imag- 
inative child, They move into an abandoned trolley car which their father had driven 
for years, Morose Mr, Jefferson, next-door milkman (and of course the reader) partic- 
Ipate in the life of the noisy, enterprising family, where even the children have their 
say in solving problems, Good story-= nice pictures, J.L.G. HAT 19 


Dodge, Peggy Polsky TRILLIUM AND THE TULIPS Messner 
$1.25 

Gay and amsing illustrations by the author are not enough to redeem a story 
which is intended as sheer nonsense, but emerges as being a pretty mean trick to play 
on little Trillium, naughty as she was. One day she ate her mother's tulips, and woke 
next day to find tulips sprouting out of her head, It seemed that nothing could be done, 
so her mother used her for a centerpiece, And then one day she did a good deed and two 
tulips fell off, Another good deed- and she lost two more, Needless to say, she became 
a well-behaved child after that, Gingham patterned board covers, (3/7) 


Bishop, Claire Huchet ' PANCAKES - PARIS Viking 
Ill‘'d by Georges Schreiber $2.00 


Here's a story that will help convey even to five to seven year olds something 
of what the war has meant to children like themselves, And yet it does it without losing 
the perspective of a sense of adventure and discovery, It is a story of a French family, 
shaken but valiant, after years of disaster, A box of American pancake flour given to 
ten-year old Charles, who is "head of the house", sends the boy to the American Embassy 
for someone to translate the directions so that he can have the pancakes as a Mardi-Gras 
surprise for his mother and sisters, Of course the American soldiers come through with 
a big spread, so a happy ending compensates for the real sense of privation and suffering, 
not over-sentimentalized, Good type face for third graders to read to themselves, Young- 
er children will enjoy the story too, Sorry- we haven't seen the pictures yet, (April) 


Taylor, Margaret JASPER, THE DRUMMIN’ BOY Viking 
Ilt'd by the author $1.50 


Jasper's mother was ambitious for him and was determined to have him learn to 
play the piano when what he wanted to do was bang on a drum, Theirs was a tough battle, 
and it took recognition of Jasper’s playing to bring his mother to the conviction that he 
was born to be a drummer like his paternal grandfather, A sparkling little story about 
sure enough people- with loads of line drawings throughout, drawings which show colored 
people and white impartially (as distinct from the general tendency to use broad carica- 
ture which offends Negro readers), (March) 


FECTION for the 8 to 11's 


Henry, Marguerite BENJAMIN WEST AND HIS CAT GRIMALKIN Bobbs~-Merrill 
Ill'd by Wesley Dennis $2.50 
* This is one of the most unusual and one of the best of the excellent Boyhood of 


a Great American Series, Benjamin West, father of American painting, was born a Quaker, 
son of an inn keeper who lived near Philadelphia, in days of wigs and silver buckles. The 
charming relationship between the boy and a big black cat makes this a first rate boy and 
cat story, as well as a Levene story of a Quaker family who were able to reconcile their 
teachings with their son's talent, A quiet intensity in the writing makes the boy's 
struggle to achieve his goal- very real, Tops in supplementary reading. (4/21) 
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Guthridge, Sue TOM EDISQNV Bobbs-Merrill 
Illus. with -silhouettes by Betty Graham $1.50 











The Edison centennary is sure to produce a rash of biographical material and 
here is one for this age level, in a series which has set a high standard of excellence 
to which this does not measure "up. Is it perhaps Edison's story demands a fairly de- 
tailed account of what the inventor-scientist struggled with - and that emphasis on that 
phase is difficult for nine and ten year olds. There is the usual and accepted picture 
of a hard-working boy, intent on making money from the beginning of his career as candy- 
butcher and newspaper boy, There is the stress on an early interest in science, But 
there is lack of the feeling of background and period characteristic of most in the 
series, This is a story of a cold personality; perhaps it would be almost impossible to 


make him come alive for youngsters. (April) 4/24 
U, S, GRANT 


















Bobbs-Merrill 
$1.50 
This- on the other hand- is a good addition, in the story of a sensitive early 
boyhood of U.S, Grant, small town boy from Ohio, His father was a tanner and a man of 
limitless ambitions for his shy sensitive son, and that son's life was set in its path 
by his father's vainglory, Scholastically a success, but socially unable to meet the 
standards for a "regular guy", hating cruelty and violence, he went to West Point with 
the understanding that he would be an instructor, not an Army man, The author has given 
a good feel of the Ohio of the middle century in a warm biography, This is on the plus 
side of the ledger for important supplementary reading. (April) /4 


Stevenson, Augusta 
















FICTION- 12 °to 15 






Grew, David BEYOND ROPE AND FENCE David paged 
.50 
The revival of interest in Mr. Grew's lively animal stories of the Canadian 
wilds is reflected in this second book within a year - a reissue of a horse story which 
has been out of print since 1926, (The. Wild Dog of Edmonton appeared within the last 
year- P, 127- see report), This is the story of Queen, a colt born on a Saskatchewan 
ranch, who makes her escape from man to the open range and becomes the leader of a band 
of wild horses on the northern prairies, Her adventures have an almost human quality 
of emotional tension and suspense- Queen lives a personality, 7. 





























Howard, Elizabeth SUMMER UNDER SAIL | Morrow 
$2.00 & 
# A refreshingly lively period story of the 1850's. l6-year old Clarissa wanted 


to travel in her father's and grandfather's boats on the lakes she loved around Cleveland, 
and to be free of the restrictions imposed on young ladies, To the horror of her mother 
and prim sister and all of beau-conscious Cleveland, she disobeyed all the rules and stole 
out to listen to a lady lecturer, Her mother, to conceal the family disgrace, casents to 
Clarissa, properly chaperoned, going on her grandfather's ship, and Grandfather manages to 
collect a congenial group of young people. Clarissa wins approval when she catches the 
man of the season, and it is Emily who disgraces them by eloping with an old sweetheart. 
Ships and love interest and a healthy point of view, in a story set in a charming atmo- 
sphere, (3/26) 


Emery, Anne BRIGHT HORIZONS Putnam 
$2.50 
Eventful years of Federation about 1787, with glimpses of historically familiar 

ee wi, like Revere, Hancock, and the men who forged the constitution for a new nation 
background, this story of Timothy Swain, Boston apprentice to a shipowner, an honest man 
interested in the welfare of the country, Timothy's father did not return from a voyage, 
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and Timothy and his friend Ben become involved in adventure with traitorous, slave-trad- 
ing Ezra Cobb, And eventually adventure ends in the discovery of Timothy's father who 
has been held prisoner in the hold of Cobb's vessel, Wharves, countinghouse, impressed 
sailors, sea-dogs, bullies, the merchant's lovely daughter, the pasty-faced, useless 
rich relation, and poor boys making good - of such are the ingredients for a tale twelve 
to fifteen year olds will love, (March. ) 


Streatfeili, Noel PARTY SHOES Random House — 
‘I[tb'd-by «Anna Zinkeisen : $2 25 50 vu 


This isn't up to its predecessors, though there's the making of a good story 
of English family life, post-war. A pair of party shoes and a long white dress arrive 
from America and inspire the entire family to think of ways to use them, The good 
doctor's numerous progeny arrange a pageant with more acts than the reader cares to 
read about in all their infinite detail, and mltitude of characters, The story has 
a good half dozen happy endings, as Americans buy the old castle for a rest home, the 
dance-minded girl goes to ballet school, Salina, the “outsider”, hears that her parents 
at last have coal,a fire is quenched, and so on, Pretty dull in areas, (April) </2°2 


Waldeck, Theodore J. THE GOLDEN STALLIGN Viking 
Ill'd'by Wesley Dennis $2.00 
* A grand horse story sure of an eager reception, well-written and with plenty 


of punch, as well as sensitivity and good values, The Golden Stallion is leader of a 
herd of wild horses, and young Bob spies on him and sets out from the ranch with his 
father to make the horse his own. After great effort, they catch and tame him, and 
make a friend of the beautiful creature, Though not happy in captivity, the Golden 
Stallion is loyal and saves Bob's life when a mountain cat attacks him,, Bob, in re- 
turn, gives the Golden Stallion freedom to go back to his band and the free life of 
the High Sierras, A first rate yar, (March) 


Cavanna, Betty SECRET PASSAGE Winston 
Ill'd‘by Jean MacLaughlin $2.00 
sl Betty Cavanna has gone back to an earlier périod in this new book (remember 


Going on Sixteen and fhe Black Spantel Mystery?under other imprints? ) - and used as 
setting for an exciting story opening on a big plantation in 1859. Sally Brinton, 
Quaker, visits her cousin Dorothea in Richmond, and through her quick sympathies grasps 
the essentials of the upheaval in her relatives’ lives as their home is about to pess 
into the hands of a contemptible southerner who disdains the traditions of his neigh- 
bors, Sally hates to go home, tut finds that the quiet village near Philadelphia to 
which her family had moved, provided plenty of excitement as part of the Underground 
Railway, Adventure, mystery, and a tense climax as Sally outwite the sheriff to save 
some of her old friends from Virginia, provide a good story, with sound analysis of 
some of the problems of the South, nice boys and girls - and, of course, some spaniels, 
Primarily of interest to girls of Junior High age, (Publ.) 


12 to 15- Non+fiction 


Aleksander, Irina THIS IS RUSSIA David McKay 
Ill 'd by Andrei Hudiakoff $3.60 


Russia's long and colorful history, its great mass of tradition, culture, and 
custom are as unfamiliar to American children as our history is to Russian children, 
Here is a book that successfully meets the problem of filling that gap. Straight-for- 
ward history, with enough color, drama, pageantry and personalities to carry the un- 
familiar pattern of its story, Big gay pictures and others in black and white, (4/1) 
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Francis, Edna D, MY AMFRICA IN CROSS WORD PUZZLES — 
1,50 
This book contains a cross word puzzle for each of the 48 states, with all the 
word definitions pertaining to vita] information on history, geography, products and in- 
duetries of each state, The puzzles are shaped like the states. So here is a game book 
using knowledge acquired in geography and social studies, and the market is gauged, in 
age appeal; to the point at which the subjects are taught, The publishers indicate a 
9-12 market; probably some children of ten and eleven could do them, but in the main, 
re'd place the book for about eleven to thirtcen, The introduction and the foreword to 
each group of puzzles (grouped according to what seems to us an arbitrary arrangement- 
Middle Atlantic, New England, North Central, Pacific, Plateau, South Atlantic, and South 
Central) give certain salient facts; line decorations by Lawrence Tyler Dresser suggest 
some of the special interests of each state, The book is made with cardboard cover and 


epiral binding. (Fubdl., ) 



























FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Ertz, Susan MARY HALLAM Harper 
$2.50 

An unusual thing these days, in a relatively wholesome love story which devel- 
ops out of a strange triangle of stepmother, stepdaughter, and 6 man about town who comes 
near to breaking the girl's heart while playing up to her stepmother, With this mech of 
a questionable background (adroitly handled), the story goes on to Paris, to another emo- 
tional shock for the girl, singularly unversed in the ways of the world, and of her es- 
cape into a wholly new setting which ends in her falling in love with a small town Inglish 
youth and a happy marriage, For full report see P, 43, (March) 



























Lewiton, Nina THE DIVIDED HEART David McKay 
Gs Ill'd by Howard Simon : $2 60 
al An award manuscript in the Youth Today contest, here is an exceptional book 


for adolescents, dealing with a background many young people are facing- the background 
of a home broken by divorce, Shorn of sentimentality, presented in a rarely sensitive, 
realistic manner, this story of Julie is worthwhile on its own merits as a tender, imag- 
inative and well-rounded tale, Julie is a deeply felt character; her unhappiness is not 
glossed over as she finds her loyalties strained between her parents, The handling of 
the reasons for divorce is skillful and restrained (and might well serve as a model of 
; how adults should explain the problem to their children), There's a sense of wholesome, 
generous resolution of a deep conflict, the sane responses of mother and deughter to an 
unhappy situation, Julie finds expanding relations, new interests in mesic, in work in 
a nursery, in a new beau, in a summer business venture; she lives a rich full school 
life; and she finds that new decisions set her well on the way to maturity.... In selling 
this book - or circulating it in public libraries, its subject matter should be recognized 
but not as a necessarily controversial issue in what is primarily a first. rate high school 
story for girls, (Bets) + / 
Harkine, Philip THE BIG SILVER BOWL oie 
- 00 
A tennis story- and there are singularly few of them- with good writing, good 
timing of plot, a difficult theme for a well-sustained story, A big hunk of a football 
hero goes out for the Davis Cup team on a dare, With plenty of hard work, sheer guts 
and manly rage, he adds dynamite to country-club contests and upsets the tea party aspects 
of the polite tennis game, American courage, stamina, bulk and hard work win through the 
ee: effete country club environment, and the high standards of physical and mental discipline 
are made vital components of an exciting sports story. In winning his place on the tean, 
Jake Carson wins too.his chance to go on to medical school, He learns that the game isn't 
a sissy game after all, and gives the team all he has to give, A good story on several 
counts, (4/16) 
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Adams, Samel Hopkins BANNER BY THE WAYSIDE | Random pared 
3.00 

The background of the life of itinerant players in New York state of Erie 
Canal days makes colorful decor for the story of Drurie Andrews, foundling, who plays 
minor parts in the Thalia Dramatic Company productions. Her foster parents had condi- 
tioned her into a career of man-hating; an older woman, whose own way of life isn't 
what you'd call moral, protects her from her own innocence, fights her battles. And 
Jan Quintard, ex-Harvard gadabout, finds his armor pierced by Drurie'’s naivete, and 
the pair travel many a rocky mile to solution of their romance. Lots of incident - 
unusual background- not mich suspense for a story with good regional and period de- 
tails, For full report see P. 38 .(3/10) | 


Non-fiction for Young People 


Louis, Joe MY LIFE STORY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
4.00 
The world's heavyweight boxing champion tells his story in a simple modest 
record. His rise from Alabama farm boy to greatest of all fighters is an interesting 
chapter for all readers, Prize fight fans will enjoy more the detailed story of his 
bouts, His record in the ring is outstanding; his service in the Army won him the 
Legion of Merit. The fact that this is his own story gives it special value, though in 
more professional hands a more dramatic story might be told, (Full report-P. 56) (3/18) 


Lane, Ferdinand C, THE MYSTERIOUS SEA peer 
3,00 

A convincing account of things marine, of the ocean and many facts about it, 
which gives a sweeping picture of the variety of life and activity on, in and around the 
seas, Here are details of history of the ocean, its boundaries, its floor, how it got 
its salt, the rivers in the sea, tides, waves, living organisms, fish life, birds. There 
is the picture as it relates to man; the development of guards for safety, It misses 
none of the glamor, drama or fascination of oceanology, and many older boys and girls 
too who love the sea and its mysteries will find it fascinating natural science, (For 
full report see P, 49.) (3/27) 


Potter, Jean THE FLYING NORTH Macmillan 
$3.00 
# The thrilling story of the bush fliers in Alaska, a story packed with excite- 


ment, adventure, heroism and humor, The bush fliers are the most popular men in the 
Territory, They fly cannery workers, mining prospectors, corpses, mental cases, preg- 
nant women, They transport everything from mining equipment to hair pins. Here are 


' stories of the men who opened up the skyways, their incredible escapes, their landings 


on patches of ice, water, bits of ground, their ingenuity. There's enough hair-raising 
excitement for a dozen adventure novels, (Full report see P, 53) 


Shelley, E.M, BIRD DOG TRAINING + i “ee 
5.00 
Handbook on training of bird dogs from infancy to field work, Specifically, 
he discusses the training of setters, pointers, retrievers, cockers; he explains all 
the finer points in a simple way amateurs can use to advantage. One section is devoted 
to his own dogs, famous in field trials and open tests, Mr,Shelley is an authority in 
this field, (For full report- P. 55.) (March) 


Vocational Guidance Research OUTDOOR JOBS FOR MEN Vanguard 
$2.50 
An excellent career book, outlining possibilities in fields of forestry, cam- 
servation, farming, agriculture, nursery work, engineering, photography, transportation, 
selling, building, law enforcement, service, He discusses adjustment of abilities to 
possibilities; qualifications; future, (Full report- P. 55) (March) 
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Whiting, John R, PHOTOGRAPHY IS A LANGUAGE oe 
. 00 

Limited to the field of magazine photography, this is concerned with photo 
journalism, and in simple prose and very effective illustration by leaders in the pro- 
fession, describes the development and operation of this specialty. The evolution of 
photographic processes, styles, and the picture magazines; the various levels of photo- 
graphic techniques; the picture story (choice of an idea, assignment of a photographer, 
research, captioning and editing of pictures); picture careers- from darkroom up; and 
twenty interviews with leading exponents of the art, including Karsh, Eisenstedt, 
Margaret Bourke-White, Gehr, etc, Nice piece of book-making in addition - this is for 
the would-be photographer or picture editor, Hence should be listed in libraries as 
a vocational book, (Full report- P. 47) (2/4) 


PARENTS - TEACHERS - REFERENCE BOOKS 


Alsechuler, Rose H, & PAINTING AND PERSONALITY Univ. of Chicago 
Hattwick, La Berta A, A Study of Young Children ; 2 vol. - $10.00 


Exclusively for professionals in the nursery school field, for teachers, psy- 
chiatrists, is this study of young children's painting (two to five) which during this 
period is most directly self-expressive. This study is based on a formidable endeavor 
of observation and research (five nursery schools were under observation); it reveals 
the importance of color as indicating the degrees of intensity in a child's life; line — 
and form, as they express emotional control as well as physical; space usage and place- 
ment; the significance of a preference for easel painting. Finger painting, crayons 
and other color work are investigated as well. Forms and charts in the rear of volume 
one making evaluation of paintings possible, The illustrations reproduce the work of 
the children, and the second volume is devoted to brief case histories of the individ- 
ual children studied, with reference to the illustrations shown, A very special field - 
but in that field there is no other work of thie kina, (3/7) 


Berry, Erick & Best, Herbert WRITING FOR CHILDREN : Viking 

$2.50 

A handbook for writers - specifically for writers of books for children 
(children at the read to themselves level, and up- not the picture book age). Actually, 
there's very little of their excellent advice that wouldn't apply to most writers at 
one point or another, This well-lmown writing team has proved they kmow their stuff, 
whether writing for younger readers or for their adults, They share here the whole- 
some fruit of their experience, and do it in such readable form that one spins along 
easily, and only now and again come up against the fact that a great deal of sound 
and practical and workable information has been sorted, analyzed and presented for 
the serious aspirant to success in this particular field. What to write- how to go 
about it is elaborated upon in this text. The values which should be part of the 
mental equipment of every writer of juveniles give this book further potential mar- 
ket :- reviewers, teachers, parents and librarians in children's rooms would all find 
that their own testa of values are given a thorough airing. There's a light touch- 
enough of humor- plenty of practical examples, The one lack (and perhaps this would 
have relegated the book to the text book shelves) is in the line of suggestions for 
drill and self-testing, And I'd have liked a bit more of the anecdotal- this happen- 
her a aspect, Line drawings with decorative quality throughout- by Erick Berry. 
rch 








